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And not judgments only, but bless- 
ings also, are thus dispensed. The 
whole work of redemption is wrought 
by the sovereign power of God ; not 
by man’s wisdom ; and wholly with- 
out our previous consent. Did men 
devise those doctrines of lite and 
salvation, which they cannot even 
believe without the aid of the Holy 
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It is the redemption o! 
Christ, who bought us with his blood» 
—it is the will and appointment of 
Almighty God,—which gives vali- 
dity, to what is done in baptism, The 
Volitions of man may perform, or 
may Op pose, Ciod’s word and will, 
but ,cannot alter the nature of his 
sacrament. 

By way of objection, the question 
is often put, * Ifchildren may receive 
one sacrament, why are they debar- 








Ghost?) Or did they first petition | 
that God would send them that Savi- | 
our, whom, when sent, 
be persuaded to receive’ Yet not 
adults only, but infants are redeemed: 
and to the Saviour’s praise be it said, 
* Of such is the kingdom of God.” 
Is there any one who is not justly 
bound to love and praise the Re 
deemer? It is in perfeet accord- 
ance with this economy of nature 
and grace, that children may be 
taken into God’s kingdom or church, 
and that they are bound, no less than 
adults, as soon as they understand, 
to obey its laws, and observe its or- 
dinances. 

Hence, you will perceive, how 
groundless are the scruples of many, 


but few can | 





about placing children under the 

obligations of the christian covenant, i 

without their assent: as though the, 

gbligation were imposed by human 
Vol. MIL.—No. 4. 
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red trom. the other /—Why may 
they not commune in the Lord’s 
| Supper 7—With like reason might 
we ask, ‘‘ Why, if children may be 


| born into this natural world, they 


may not also /ubour for food and ral- 
Children are not debarred 
from the Eucharist, otherwise than 
they are from praying, or any other 


religions act. Our baptism is not 
our act: we are passive in the trans- 
action. Itis our sacramental birth, 


into God’s spiritual kingdom. Christ, 
by his ministers, takes us in his arms, 

and gives us his blessing. In regard 
to this sacrament, men and women, 
however advanced in life, must, 
‘become as little children,” before 
they can ‘ enter into the kingdom of 
heaven It is the act, or the grace 
of God, which makes us ** members 
of Christ, children of God, and in- 
heritors of his kingdom.”’ But the 
Lord’s Supper is our own perform. 
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ance,—our bounden duty and ser- I 


vice.” It is a voluntary act of de- | 
votion, in which we commemorate 
the Redeemer’s love, and the sacri- 
fice of his cross. We do it i re- 
memberance of him : 
ye eat this bread and drink this cup, 
ye do show forth the Lord’s death 
until be come.” ‘This doctrine 
which we teach you of infant baptism, 
perfectly accords, therefore, with 
the whole economy of the divine 
government. 

Hence, too, may you see the na- 
ture of those responses made in the 
name of children, which often give 
offence, and are very much misun- 
derstood. From what has been said 
it appears, and it should be caretully 
considered, that whatever duty or 


obligation is lad upon all or any one 


in the administratton of baptism, 
arises from the nature and divine 
authority of the sacrament, and not 
from the responses; and i nothing 
pe said in the child's name, as 1p 
ccirale baptism, the covenant is the 
same, 
the responses which the church re- 
quires, we recognise and 
those duties of repentance, faith, and 
obedience, which, according to our 
knowledge and abilities, are insepar- 
ably connected with our being mem- 
bers of Christ’s church. It is, we 
fully believe, the Saviour’s will, that 
‘little children’ should enter his’ 
kingdom. The person who adminis- 
ters the ordinance, ‘* receives them 
in Christ’s stead’ and name, into his 
family and household, It is the duty. 
of his church, to see that his will be. 
done respecting infants. She directs 
that they be brought unto him. by) 
persons duly qualified for this charit- 
able office. The minister acts as 
the servant of Christ ; the sponsor as 
a member or an agent of the church, | 
performing her injunctions. And as 
the one declares the grace and bene- 
fits which God exhibits to man in that 


sacrament, so does the other acknow- |! 


as is also the obligation. In| 
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ij ledge the duty which it most justly 
I requires, 
1 The practice of the primitive 
and the understanding oi 


‘| this matter by christians of the firs: 


“for as oftenas | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


four centuries, will help to show 
both the antiquity and the reason- 
ableness of such sponsors in baptism. 
Indeed, the early commencement 
of the practice is a strong presump- 
tive evidence, that it had the sanc- 
tion of apostolic Nsage. It appears 
from ‘Tertullian, that about one hun- 
dred years after the apostles, it was 
ha custom, established and general im 
‘the church, for godfathérs, as they 
were then called, to answer and pro- 
mise in behalf of children at thetr 
baptism.* From subsequent writers. 
and especially from Augustine, who 
flourisbed about three hundred year- 
after the apostles, we learn that 1 
was the established and undoubted 
practice for parents, and other pious 
persons not the parents, to present 
children to be baptised ; and that the 
‘manner and custom of doing it was 
similar to our present usage.| The 
reason assigned by Jewish writers 
for engaging children in covenant 
with the true God, without their con- 
isent, is that nothing is done but what 
‘is for their undoubted good :—that 
we may confer privileges on a person 
without his knowing it; but to take 
/ away privileges without his consent, 
jis unjust. 
| The engagements made in the 
early ages of the church, in behalf 
of children, were also similar to our 
present practice. These were then 
considered of much importance ; 
according to the words of St. Peter, 
that baptism saves us, not by the 





| putting away the filth of the flesh, 


but by the answer, or stipulation of 
a good conscience towards God. 
From ancient writers we learn, that 
‘such stipulations (for to such it !: 


' 

| 

* Tertul. de Bap. c. xviii. 

| ? : . 
t See Bing. Antiq. B. xi. c. vine 
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: _ ~ards God. 
reasonable to he lie ‘ve the apostle had of a goo 1 consceence towards Go { 
reference) were universally requir- \ 1 Peter, ii. 21. that is the answer 


ed; in the case of grown persons, to 
be made by their own mouth; and 
when infants were baptised, by) 
sponsors in their name. The sub-| 
stance of what the sponsor promised | 
in behalf of the child was, that Ae re-' 
counced the di vel and worldly vani- 


ties, that he believed in Christ; and 
that he would turn to God.* ‘I he , 


| which was given by the catec rr 
before his baptism.’ In a word, 

is very evident from the pode 
christian writers, that responses were 
always required of those who were 
baptised ; that, genecally speaking, 
they were very similar to those 
which our church now re quires ; and 
that, in case of infant baptism, these 


lews required of those who entered | answers were my: ude by sponsors. 

nto covenant, (adults for themselves, | Under the old dispensi ition, and 

and children by their sponsors,) to] still under the christian, the church 

renounce idolairy, and believe in| ts the surety tor children taken into 

lehovah. Christians being taught | her pale. The church, as the Lord's 

that idolatry is miking religious of | body, takes them in her arms; re- 
ferings to devils, eX Press the same I ceives ther into her nurture; and 


= 





| 


thing by renouncing the devil and his | they are pli ic ed under her guardian- 





F works. The celebrated preacher, | ship and care. But it as requisite, 
Mr. Saurin, in his sermon on The | and, im the nature of the thing, highly 
Perfection of Christian Knowledge, | expedient, that some person or per- 
understands St. Paul, in the sixth | sons should particularly be appointed 
P chapter to the Hebrews, by * the | te superintend the religious educa- 





doctrine of baptisms,” to mean * the 
confession of faith that was required 
of such as had resolved to profess, 
christianity. Of such persons” he | 
says, ‘fa confession was required, 
and their answers to certain ques- 


tions were demanded. ‘the lormu- | 
sons, aa answer, or undertake tn 
| ‘the child’s name. 
have always required, at least, one 


taries that have been used on this 
veeasion, have been extremely di- 
versified at different places, and in| 


diferent times ; but the most ancient | sponsor, 
|| persons, have been generally pre- 


ire the shortest, and most determin- 
ate. One question that was put to 


the catechumen was, Dost thou re- 
to which he an-| . | 
Another! persons have performed this charit- 


rounce the devil ? 
swered, 1 renouace him. 
was, Dost thou believe in Jesus Ohrist? 
to which he replied, I believe in him. 
St. Cyprian calls these questions, the 
japtismal interrogatory; and the 
answers are called by Tertullian, the 
answer of salvation, And we have 
& passage upon this article in an au- 
thor still more respectable, [ mean 
st. Peter, who says, Baptism doth 
ilso now save us, not the putting away 


of the filth of the flesh, but the daswer |) 


* See Wallon Bantism, part i. c. xv. 





tion of each child baptised. The 


jJews required, as in circumcision, 


so in baptism, (which also they ad- 
minister to children,) that for an m- 
1 fant proselyte, either his father, or 
‘| els se oe ~~, or church of the 
place, or at least three grave per- 


Christians also 
The parents, if suitable 


lerred. But in case the parents 
were dead, or not christians, or were 
otherwise disqualitied, other suitable 


able office. And the church is bound 
to extend this parental care to every 
child within her reach; not to or- 
phans only, but in some cases to the 
children of unbelievers, where it can 
with propriety be done, and without 
infringing the parent’s right. In the 
gospel covenant which was made 





with Abraham, all the children of 


whom the Israelites had the care, 
not more ** he that was born in their 


| houses,” than he who was ‘ bought 
with money of any stranger who was 
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not of their seed,’ was to be circum- 
cised. Gen. xvii. 12. No children 
for the sins of their parents, should 
be excluded from the privileges of 
God's people: though, unhappily, 
there are some parents to whom the 
church cannot, without imprudence. 
commit the religious care of baptised 
children. St. Augustine (ad Boni- 
factum) says, that ‘* infants are offer- 
ed (in baptism) tor the receiving of 
the spiritual grace, not so much by 
those in whose hands they are 
brought, though by those too if they 
are good faithful christians, as by the 
whole congregation of saints and faith- 
ful men. For they are rightly said 
to be oflered by all those whose de- 
sire it is that they should be offered, 
and by whose holy and united charity 
they are assisted towards the com- 
munication of the Holy Spirit. So 
that the whole church of the saints 
does this office asa mother.’ ‘They 
are offered, he adds. not by parents 
only, but by any other persons—by 
any that can afford to show them this 
compassion. ‘* Neither did the bap- 
tism depend on the holiness, or right 
faith, or intention of those who 
brought the child. li was supposed 
to be done by the order, and at the 
desire of the church, and particularly 
of those who assisted with their 
prayers at the office.’’* 
These sponsors are sometimes 
called sureties, and sometimes wt- 
nesses: but the most ancient, the 
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most expressive, and, therefore, the, 


most proper appellation, is that of) 


godfathers. They are parents to the 
children in what concerns their duty 
to God—their best interest—their 
spiritual life. As he that showed 
mercy on the man who fell among 
thieves, though a stranger, was truly 
his neighbour ; so in the eve of faith, 
and in what concerns religion, are 
they fathers and mothers, though of 
no worldly kindred, who bring intants 
to Christ, bring them up in his nur- 


* See Wall, p. i. c. 15. 
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ture, and are instrumental in making 
them the sons of God, and joint heirs 
with their Saviour, of an everlast- 
ing inheritance. Godfather or god- 
mother, is a name, which, if consid- 
ered in its true import, must awaken 
in the sponsor’s breast, a deep inter- 
est and pious concern for the god- 
child ; and when such child comes to 
years of understanding, he must, un- 
less devoid of pious sensibility, rect- 
procate the kindness with grateful 
affection. For Christ's sake we 
spiritually leave father and mother 
we form new relations; we of his 
church are one body, one family, 
and members one of another. Infants 
lie atthe door of the church, lke 
the impotent man at the pool of Be- 
thesda. Though the angel is sent 
to move the waters ; though Christ’s 
messenger preaches deliverance to 
the maimed, and halt, and blind, in- 
viting all to partake freely of the 
waters of life; yet infants cannot 
partake of these mercies, except 
some man put them into the pool. 
And ts not he a father in God.——1s 
not he a triend indeed, who conscien- 
tiously performs for them this char- 
itable office ? who does all that man 
can do to give them a new birth of 
water and of the Spirit? 

‘ That God alloweth this charit- 
able work, in bringing infants to his 
holy baptism ;”” that the provision, 
respecting sponsors, Is a wise insti- 
tution, and when faithfully perform- 
ed, of incalculable benetit, is sufh- 
ciently evident. ‘The main difliculty 
is in understanding in what sense the 
godfather can say, in the name of a 
child, that he renounces sin, believes 
in God, and will keep his command- 
ments? [t was not three hundred 
years after the apostles, when a 
bishop, named Bonitace, proposed 
this same difliculty to another bishop, 
the celebrated Augustine, desiring 
him to answer il, not by saying that 
such was the custom of the clureh, 
which every body knew ; but to ex- 
plain the matter—to give a reason 
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tor the removing of all scruples. to 


for this practice. Augustine justified | 
it on the ground, that baptism, which 
the child received, 1s the sacrament | 
of faith, representing the thing signi- 
nt od: and that the child, in receiving 

became a believer by covenant. 
i is not necessary now to state, or 
to examine his reasoning on the sub- 
ject: both the question and the an- 
swer show, that the objections to 
this practice were then understood,, 
and seriously considered ; and that 
no one doubted but the practice gen 
erally obtained. Some have thought, | 
and still think, that the sponsors ‘are| 
brought into peril by such engage- 
ment, as promising what cannot be | 
known, and may never be performed. | 
he same objection was suggested | 
by Tertullian, who, though possess- 
ed of eminent talents, had some er- 
roneous notions re spec ting sins com- 
mitted after baptism. He advised! 
that neither children nor any young 
people should be baptise sd :—thi ut | 
the sacrament should be deferred till | 
they were married, or were so far 
advanced in age that they would not 
be likely to fall into sin. His re- 
marks ou the subject prove, as has 
been obsesved, that the baptising | 
children, and engaging for them as | 
we now do, was the general practice | 
ofthe church, within one hundred | 
vears of the apostles’ days. 

Well may we suppose that a prac- | 
tice, so early and so general, was, 
not begun, 


and has not been con-! 
tinued, without good reasons, found- 
ed on the nature of the christian | 
covenant, and the usage of the apos- | 
tles. The view which we have 
taken of the subject will assist in uo- | 
derstanding these reasons, and show | 
why such responses are and ought to | 
he made. If the covenant in bap- 

tism be the same, when no responses | 
are made ; and the responses are not 
absolutely essential to a valid admin- | 
tration of the ordinance, which we 
admit ; some may suppose they must 
at least be unnecessary, and ought, 








i that the pravers and thankse 


ty of 


‘it is no less necessary now, 


ously putin mind, 


lobedience ; and that, 
i finally be 
the rest of their life accordingly. 
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be omitted. mut we must also adm 
pings 


which accompany bapusm, are not 


essential to its validity. Clirest did 


not command us to pray on the oe- 
casion ; but simply to baptise im the 
name of the Father, and ot the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. In does not 
tollow as a just inference that either 
the prayers or the responses are 
without use, or that they ought to be 
omitted. Ithas been shown that the 
sponsors express audibly, and ac- 
knowledge, that covenant or obliga- 
tron, Which, by the will and authort- 
Almighty God, is laid upon 
those who enter the church. Of 
course the answers must be usetul 


i for the instruction of the people, 


that they mty know, and be otten 
reminded of God’s mercies and ther 
own duty. We are very prone to 
neglect and forget these things, and 
1 than it 
was inthe apostles’ days, to teach 
»Christians again and ** again which be 
the first principles of the oracles of 
God.” ‘The congregation, by hear- 
ing those responses, are most seri 
“ what a solemn 
vow, promise and profession the» 
have made,’ or must make 


and per 
form, they would 


oblain an assu 
rance of salvation in Jesus Christ 
We are thus continually taught, and 
most solemnly reminded, that the 
blessings of baptism are not absolute, 
but conditional ; 
his people 


that Gaod requires ol 
repentance, faith, and 
ue they would 
saved, they must * lead 
If bap* ism were administered, and 
nothing said of its nature, it would 
have too much the appearance of an 
insignificant ceremony. Hf its privi- 
leges only were rehearsed, without 
the conditions, the duties would be 


too little regarded.* To vive the 


sacrament its most natural appear 


* See Secker on the Catechiem, Lect. : 
And Walk. vol. i. o. 313 
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ance, and to make the more strong! 
and lively impression, the infants are |! 
represented as expressing, by their, 
sponsors, that obligation whic h their | 

Saviour makes binding upon their) 

eonscience; ‘ which promise, 
therefore, and most justly, ‘ when | 
they come to age, themselves are 
bound to perform.” ‘To many, no 
doubt, the transaction appears singu- 
lar; but the meaning is good, the 
work is charitable, and the practice 
hoth proper and useful. For, be- 
sides the instruction by this means | 
given generally to all concerned, it | 
is expected especially of those who | | 
present the children to baptism, that 

they will look to their education ; | 
and see that they “ are taught, so 
soon as they shi ll be able to learn,” 

what faith and obedience they owe | 
to their God and Saviour. And | 


what can be more likely to impress | 


upon their minds a deep sense of this 
duty, than those answers — they 
are required to make in behalf of | 
children ? 

And who can say, that in this trans- 
action, any imjury or injustice is done 
tothe child? ‘The act of the spon: 
sor, indeed, without the child’s con- 


sent, is instrumental in laying him | 


under the obligation of God’s cove- 
nant. And it was exactly the same 
under the old dispensation, and by 
the express and positive comm ind of | 
God. And is the Lord unjust? Is it 
harder to obey the Gospel, than the | 
law which was given by Moses? Is 
the yoke of Christ less easy than that 
‘yoke which neither we nor our 
fathers were able to bear ! 
have seen that it is God’s 

children should enter his covenant ; 


and this is proof sufficient that the 


thing is just and good. But we know 


further that God is good and merci- | 
he requires of us a reasonable 


tal: 
service ; and obedience to his go- 
yernment ts the most perfect free- 
dom. His laws are given, not only | 
jor his own glory, but for our bene- 

. It is certain that baptising a child 
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does him no harm; it debars him from 
e || no right; it subjects him to no man- 
jner of meonvenience. It conters 
jupon him blessings only, and binds 
him but to his own best good. This 


* | reason for bringing children inte co- 
- venant with God, Was given, not only, 


seen, by ancient Jewis h 
early chris- 
| tians, who, as they ought, acknow- 
ledged that great benefits were be- 
stowed on baptised children. It 
children were left, as too many are 


as we have 


at the peril of everlasting perdition, 
to believe and to do all those things, 
which in baptism they engage to do. 
What promise is there of life and 
salvation, but to those who believe 
baptised, and devote them- 
j selves to the service of God? Who, 
that lives inachnistian land, ts not 
| bound to live as a christian?) Who, 
| without hazard to his immortal sou!, 
jean ‘* neglect so great salvation !”’ 
There is no engagament, in the bap- 
tismal covenant, in behalf of a child, 
| which he is not bound, in duty to 
God, and regard to his eternal wel- 
jfare, as soon as he is capable of un- 
derstanding his duty, to perform. 
Some will say, aud none can deny, 
that this is what each one must do for 
himself. And does it follow, that 
there is nothing which we must do 
for each other! Is there no com- 
/munion of saints? Are we not bound 
to promote the salvation of others, 
by all possible means? ‘The wi-dom 
which is from above, teaches us, to 
‘train up a child in the way that he 
should go, and’ declares that ‘when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.” 
| And the most decided experience has 
shown, that no means of establishing 
men in the faith and tear of God are 
more eilectual, than bringing them 
up from childhood, in bis nurture and 
admonition. And to say that this 
should be neglected, with a view to 
leaving. them free te seek God for 
‘ themselves, is to reject the wisdom 
of experience ; it is pretending te be 
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left, unbaptised, still they are bound, 
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wiser than God: and on the same | 
principle, we may neglect to preach | 
fo men, or to pray for them, or to} 
exhort one another. [fit is our du- | 
fy to use any me ans to save others, it | 
is onr duty to use all means which | 
God has put in our power, and which | 
he is pleased to bless to that h: ippy et- 
fect. When we preach to men, or ex- 
hort them, it is often without therr | 
consent: they dishke our admoni | 
tions, and are displeased at hearing | 
the doctrines of Christ. We compel 
our children to /eurn and to do many | 
things of a temporal nature from 
which they are averse: but we are 
wise, and do our duty to them, in such | 
compulsion, because we have reason | 
io believe it wall be for their benent. | 
But what God requires as necessary | 
fo their salvation, is certainly and | 
without question, for their benefit. 
When you pray for your children, | 
vou hope to obtain blessings ; 1s this 
the less just and benetictal, because 
the good is obtained without their 
agency or consent? In baptising 
children, we begin a work which 
must be done, before they can have 
an assurance of eternal blessedness. | 
The church, in ‘this charitable | 
work,’ does for them the best, and 
all that man can do, to train them up, 
in the way they should go : to obtain 
for them God's grace, and heavenly | 
benediction ; und to prepare them 
tor heaven and a blessed immortality. 
When the child comes to age and | 
maturity of understanding, he is at | 
— —he has the full natural pow- | 
, should such be his foolish choice | 
ie reject his Saviour and despise | 
his mercies, But should he, as cha- | 
rity, which * believeth all things,” | 
must hope that he will do, continue | 
to walk in theright way, his acknow- i 
ledging and ratifying the baptismal co- | 
venant : especially when it is offici- | 
ally done, in the solemn rite of con- | 
firmation, must be equally the same, | 


as to all benefits: and religious pur- 
poses, as if the promise were first 
made by his own lips, 


It happens, 
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we have reason to fear, not untre- 
quently, that adult persons are bap 

tised, when, like Simon the sorcerer, 
they have not true faith. — If, atter- 
wards, as Peter exhorted him, 
they repent, and become true con 

verts, they are not to be rebaptised ; 
no denomination of christians, it ts 
believed, would in such case do it. 
The seal of the covenant, when ad 

ministered by one commissioned from 
God, ts on his part good. [le gives 
us this present lite, to perform what 
on our part, is required. 

Should it be urged against bring- 
ing children into God's covenant, 
that their sins, committed afterwards, 
will be more sinful, the correctness 
except ina qualified 
sense, may be questioned. And if 
may, more justly, on the other side 
be urged, that they who are regular], 
baptise J. are, through God’s blessing 
upon his own ordinance, less likely 
{oO sin, 

But allow to this objection its 
full force: and if tt proves any thing, 
itproves toomuch. We are account 
able to God tor all the talents, and 
for every blessing that we receive. 
If you labour to accumulate wealth, 
and to leave your son a rich inherit 
ance, you thereby increase his re 
sponsibility ; and should he abuse 
his wealth, which there 1s danger 
that he will do, he ts more guilty. 
The same may be said of learning, 
and of every advantage bestowed.- 
And do men, therefore—do any 
|christians, or ought they, on this 
ground, to waste riches, or to be- 
queath their estates to strangers, or 
to their enemies, rather than to their 
children? Any man who sins in a 
christian land, is more guilty than if 
he did the same thing * ignorantly, 
in unbelief.’ But who would infer 
from this, a preference for the sa- 
vage state? Every Sunday that pas- 
ses by—every sermon that you hear 
—every religious privilege that you 
possess—will but add to your con- 
demnation, if these mercies are a- 
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bused. But still, and not the less, || should imbibe those moral or politi- 
should we desire and be thankful for \ cal principles, which in your judg- 
these privileges. On the principle | ment will best promote their honour 
of this objection, ministers of Christ | and happiness f Why are you at 
vught not to preach the gospel ; ‘for. such pains to inure them to study, 
it is better for men not to know the | or labour, or frugality ? Leave them 
way of righteousness, than to turn,” | to their own freedom, and it is ten to 
which they very much do, ‘from the | one that they will prefer idleness and 
holy commandmeat given unto them.” | dissipation. You know this well, and 
As in temporal things, so in religious it makes you the more anxious to 
concerns, we must, with faith and di- | give them wholesome instruction. — 
ligence, use all means for doing and’ They who believe not in Jesus 
obtaining every good; hoping and Christ. or think his religion of little 
trusting that God, according to his | importance, of course will have very 
word and promise, will give his bles- little concern that children should be 
sing. \ christians. But the pious believer, 
Some object—for objections to re who considers what man ts, and what 
ligion, are generally more agreeable | God has taught, must, we may sup- 
to our natural hearts, than obedience || pose, be convinced that his child’s 
—some object to bringing their child- | moral and religious character, not 
ren into the christian covenant, that | less than his prosperity and fortune 
it will tend to prejudice their minds, | in this present world, very much de- 
or prepossess their judgments, re- | pend upon his education. 
specting religion; that their minds | If we do teach religion to children, 
should be left free and disengaged, || it must, in the nature of the thing, be 
till their judgment is matured, and | according to some system, manner 
they can, without any bias, choose for and form ; it will be ordinarily, and 
themselves. ‘This objection is simi- ||1t ought to be, that which, after due 
lir to the preceding, and the answer | examination, we conscientiously be- 
may be similar. This reason applies || lieve to be according to the word and 
with equal force, and by some, no ‘will of God. It is for us to do our 
doubt, is intended to be applied, to duty to our children: to do every 
all instruction of children, in’ the | thing in our power, (while we are 
doctrines and principles of religion. | wiser, and they are dependent,) to 
From parents and teachers, children ! make them good in this world, and 
receive their faith, no less than their | happy for ever. | You who believe 
baptism. And if they ought not to. thatthe spiritual ‘life which we now 





‘enter into covenant with God, be- | live,” and which only we can live, 


cause, atier they come to man’s es | is a life of faith in the Son of God . 
tate, it may induce them to continue | that ‘you are not your own, but are 
their religious profession, contrary | bought with a price,”’ no less than the 
to their better judyment; for the ||‘ precious blood of Jesus Christ ;” 
same reason we must not teach them | that God’s covenant in him is the on- 
the scriptures, nor any religious | ly life and hope of the world; and 
ereed. Leave them wholly free in | that itis God’s will that we should be 
these things, and they may prefer | instruments of each other’s salvation: 
paganism, or the faith of Mahomet; | you who believe this, must be sensi- 
or, what is most probable, will be || ble that it is not a matter of choice 
deists in profession, and in practice, |}merely, or of expediency, or ol 
atheists. Would you admit such | opinion, whether we will be of any 
reasoning in temporal things ? Are | religion, or of no religion, 

vou not desirous that vour children ( To be concluded.’ 
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Sketches of Clerical Characters. 


No. Uf. 


(Continued from p. 104.) 
RUBRICUS 
Has the experience of some half a 
dozen years in an dnportant parochial 
cure. His parish, although popu- 
lous, is completely msalated by other 
organized religious societies. His 
public ministrations are consequent- 
ty, the object of a very jealous, and 


Sketches of Clerical Characters. 


| 


m some instances, of an unfriendly | 


scruuny. : 
his deportment, and his duttes. He 
entered the sacred office under ase- 
rious conviction of the responsibility 
which it involved, and it is believed, 
a pious purpose of a punctilious and 
persevering fidelity. [le assumed at 


his ordination, a talent, for the due) 


improvement of which he saw him- 
self accountable to 
Church. To the church he felt him- 


But KR. is circumspect in’ 


| 


self answerable as to a divinely con-| 


stituted society:—and justly. But at 
this very point commenced an error 
which, although imperceptibly small 
in its beginning, grew, as will be 
seen, to a conspicuous blemish in his 
ministerial character. He had, in 
his ordination vows, and the assump- 
tion of the clerical office, transacted 
not with God only, but with his 
church. 
that branch with which he stood di- 
rectly connected, he regarded him- 
self pledged in such a peculiar and 
exclusive sense, as a little to impair 
the impression of immediate and di- 
rect obligation and responsibility to 
his God and Saviour. 
Humanum est errare, 

or never, on ground like this, should 
a conscientious christian be able to 
stumble. But such was, in this in- 
stance, the fact: and the bias has, 
ever since, remained and increased. 

It was Rupricus’s consctentiousness 
that engaged him very seriously to 
inquire into the most minute of the 
duties and obligations of a christian 
minister, and especially of a clergy- 
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To the church, then, and, 
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man of the Episcopal church. But 
it Was & somewhat restricted view ot 
the subject, which confined his in- 
quiries (oo exclusively to the duties 
belonging to this latter relation ° and 
sent him for information to the can- 
ons and rubrics, rather than to the 
holy seriptures. Unhappily, be 
failed to discover at his outset, that 
the ritual of the church ts intended, 
not to supersede the more import- 
ant and specific directions of the 
scriptures, but merely to regulate 
the current of ministerial zeal and 
activity, Which has its rise and im- 
petus in that sacred source—-and 
that all that relates to the external 
order of the church, is only the 
channel for the waters of salvation 
to flow in; and. like any other con- 
duit, will soon run itself dry, if a 


God, and his | direct communication be not pre- 


served with the fountain-head. 

But the diligence of Rurricus, in 
the allainment of an early and ae- 
curate knowledge of the canons, 
rubrics, and services of the church, 
was not only laudable, but worthy 
of universal imitation. It gave that 
consistency and dignity to his whole 
course, which so well becomes the 
messenger of righteousness to a per- 
verse and gainsaying world. "This, 
indeed, he ought to have done, but 


| not to leave what unspeakably more 


coucerned him and his flock, un- 
done. He erred in looking for t- 
struction in his ministerial duties, 
where the church never intended it 
should be found. His observance 
of the ritual of the ebhurch, is not 
merely consctentious, and strict, but 
has a certain servile and mechanical 
precision in it; which discovers to 
others, but too plainly, that it serves 
to cramp both his intellectual and 
spiritual energies, and to restrain 
the freedom of all his movements. 
His flock is unhappily so. situated 
as necessarily to meet considerable 
opposition in their attachment to 
the order and worship of their own 
church. ‘Their unhappiness in this 
1g 
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respect, had been augmented in 
consequeoce of the disorders intro- 
duced by the want of circumspec- 
tion, and even the irregularities of 
their former minister; who, from 
negligence and inconsideration, too 
often suffered himself to overstep 
the just limits of that sphere of duty 
to which, by his own voluntary and 
solemn act, be had consented to be 
appointed. His people were natur- 
ally pleased at first, with the decided 
preference manifested by their new 
pastor, for the doctrines and ritual 
of his own church, by a conscien- 
tious and unilorm obedience to all 
its ordinances. Even the dispro- 
portionate attention to these matters 
which he gave at first, could not 
have displeased them, had they not 
perceived that the barrenness which 
was thus induced into his early min- 
istrations, has become at length 
habitual; and that whenever, from 
inadvertence, or from accident, the 
form and substance of worship seem 
to come in competition, he invaria- 
bly sacrifices the latter to the for- 
mer. 

The secular occupations of his 
parishioners favoured their attach- 
ment to a weekly night service, 
which bad long been held in the 
church; and which they desired 
him to continue. ‘The 
the canons in regard to such a ser- 
vice, for a long time hindered him 
from a compliance with the request. 
His scruples were at length nearly 
obviated by reflecting, that the 
period for the evening service is not 
so defined by the rubrics, as to pro- 
hibit the performance of it at the 
hour when his people could most 
conveniently assemble. He accord- 
ingly acceded to their wishes. It 
was in the beginning of the summer 
when, for the first time, except on 
the Sabbath, he met his numerous 
congregation in his church, for an 
intermediate service. The evening 
had just mingled its twilight with 
the shades of the night, when their 


Sketches of Clericai Characters. 


No. If. DECEMBER. 
worship commenced in a song of 
praise. The order of service pre- 
scribed in the liturgy, including two 
lessons, psalms, &c. followed in 
due course. ‘The time, as regarded 
Rusricus, and a very few of his 
fellow-—worshippers, imperceptibly 
glidedon. The text was announced 
before the village clock struck ten; 
and most of the congregation hac 
regained their homes at eleven. 
Our clergyman saw his error; and 
an error of this kind he had never 
committed before, and will never 
be likely to repeat. On the next 
week the final benediction followed 
the services of the liturgy, without 
the intervention of a discourse ; and 
this practice continued until Ruse: 

cus saw the service so deserted as 
to make it inexpedient to continue 





it. ‘That his flock do not delight 
more in the work of prayer, is doubt- 
less their fault: but does not their 
pastor likewise err, in supposing 
that their non-attendance is a less 
evil than the omission of any part 
of the service of the liturgy, which 
the most respectable usage author- 
izes on those occasions ? 

RKvusricus for several months 
denied to about a hundred poor 
tenants of a neighbouring hamlet, 





silence of 


an occasional sermon, because 
\they had no consecrated edifice to 
‘meet in; and being destitute ot 
prayer-books, and grossly ignorant 
of the order of our worship, they 
were unable to make the responses. 
This difficulty was, however, at 
length obviated, by the voluntary 
offer of his clerk to attend and assist 
on those occasions. 

Rusricus is naturally reserved. 
He often visits the sick-room with 
an open prayer-book ; and, "till he 
regains the street on his return, has 
been known to suffer not a syllable 
of extemporary matter to come out 
of his lips. And could his church, 
his closet, and his fire-side, echo 
back all they have heard for five 





years past, on all the various otca- 





coh nears mt 











1821. sketches of Clerical 
sions of devotion and worship, they 
would not utter a sentence which 
cannot be read verbatim, either in. 
the liturgy or his manuscripts 

In short, instead of devising a 
iiberal and various measure of duty, 
in conformity to the general princi- 
ples of the scriptures, and the bene- 
volent and diffusive spirit of his 
religion, and cheerlully obeying the 
rules of the church for the sake of) 





consistency aud order, KUBRICUS re- | 
yards the latter, a3 a sufficient and) 
ulmost the only directory in minis-| 
terial duty. His own improvement, | 
his usefulness, and his peace, are 
very naturally and obviously hin- 
dered by this course. For, he is) 
either obliged by his system, or finds | 
in it a powerful temptation, to omit | 
a very numerous class of duties, and | 
many obvious means of doing good, 
both as a pastor, and a preacher of 
the word, which are abundantly in 
his power, and which would be at- 
tended with equal satisfaction and 
improvement to himself. 

He has naturally contracted the 
habit of recurring to the opinions of 
the prelates and divines of the| 
church, and resting in them, as final, 
on all subjects both of doctrine and | 
practice; rather than giving himself) 
to the *‘ word of God, and to prayer. | 
His theology, consequently, wants 
copiousness, unction, and energy, 
and is attended with much of the | 
narrowness and infirmities of all) 
human sysfems. The ‘ fattest of | 
his flock’ begin to grow lean; and 
the health of his own mind falters 
for want of proper sustenance. 

Owing to the disproportionate , 
share of his time and thoughts, di-_ 
rected to the external order of the 
chureh, both have unhappily been 
diverted from the most effectual 
means of promoting its internal im- 
provement, and the spiritual ad- 
vancement of its members. ‘hus, | 
their hicher interests have, to a cer- 
tain extent, been neglected,.. or 
compromised for an obiect in itself 
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manifestly subordinate and sevond- 
ary. , 
Attaching too much importance 
to eXternal forms, always tends to 
create a bigoted and unacharitable 
opinion of other denominations. 
Rusrnicus regards the real difference 
between his own church, and other 
denominations of orthodox chris- 
tians, as much greater, and their 
errors and faults as much more seri- 


| Ous and numerous, than they really 


ure.” His flock are beginning to 
manifest a similar temper. ‘The 
undue stress which other denomin- 
ations see him lay on mere exter- 
nals, have already confirmed very 
many in their prejudices previously 

‘indulged against the episcopal 

_chureh, on this very ground. 

_ Finally, bis discourses are dry, 
and uninstructive; the improvement 
of his flock in knowledge and piety, 

is scarcely perceptible ; his hold on 

| their affections is slight; and his 
actual influence as a gospel preach- 

-er, far from being considerable, and 

‘almost wholly confined to bis own 

| people. 

_ Thave long thought that nusnicus 

has a little mistaken the real causes 

‘to which the peculiarities of his 

/ministerial character, are owing; 

and, perhaps, is ignorant of some of 


| 
| 


; 





* We are glad to find that the censures 
/of the writer are levelled, not so much 
‘against a dueregard to that exactness and 
|order which are prescribed by the rubrics, 
as against an exclusive devotion to that 
| order, aud a neglect of that vital spirit 
which should animate all the services of 
ithe church. We believe it would be well, 
ifa higher regard for the requisitions of the 
rubrics were more geverally cultivated. But 
while we give this passing bint, and express 
our hope, that the clergy, generally, will 
maintain inviolate their solemn vows upon 
this subject, we admit, with Laicus, that 
there is great danger, lest the form of god- 
liness should be mistaken for, or be per- 
mitted to supersede, the power of godliness. 
We have suggested these observations from 
an apprehension, lest the remarks of Lai- 
cus should not have been sufliciently quali- 
fied on these points Editors. 
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his own reasons for having adopted | 
them. 
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No. hi. DECEMBER, 


Nor is he to be quite exeused 
from a reprehensible negligence in 


Without aiming at the discovery of searching the scriptures ; and from 
his imperfections, an experienced | remissness in prayer for that inward 
judge of the human character would | teaching of the Divine Spirit, by 
probably detect, in the mind of Ru- | which the true nature and genius ol} 
BRicus, a somewhat limited power, the christian church, and the whole 
of comprehension ; which, as it is extent of a gospel minister's duty, 
entirely constitutional, cannot be bis; can alone be properly understood. 
fault. The effect, however, of this; Had he employed these means of 
constitutional trait is, to confine his, improvement with greater diligence, 
views to the details of the ecclesias- | he would have long since discover- 
tical system to which he belongs,| ed that the genius of our chureh is 
without directing them to its general | like that of the apostolic, enlarged 
economy, and the spirit in which all) and liberal, and all her preseriptions 
its institutions originated. Hence,| and Institutions, lean to tne side of 
notwithstanding his precise know- | charity. 2 
ledge of the several parts of the con- lam sorry to appear wnewnriies ad 
stitution, and service of our church, | mysell, Messrs. Editors, but I can- 
he is but indifferently acquainted | not but suspect Rusricus to be Pr 
with the just subserviency of one to, little influenced in his strong ant 
another, and has still to learn the | exclusive attachments, by that con- 
true design and real nature of the | stitutional indolence which is com- 
system. But, probably, Rupricus mon to us all, and whieh = deadly 
has never suspecied in his views this | fe to all spiritual and religious du- 
Resnicus’s system requires 








j 
suspecie this |e 
error, or in his mind, the constitu. | thes. 


tional trait which has led to it. He 
has even been disposed to censure 
what he supposed the ignorance and 
irregular practice of some of his 
brethren, who entertain much more 
comprehensive and just views on this 
subject than himself. 

This natural tendency to a ser- 
vile observance of the ritual of the 
church, is likewise assisted by the 
very temper which it helps to pro- 
mote—a sectarian jealousy of other 
denominations, and a bigoted attach- 
ment to hisown. As the difference 
between the various orthodox 
branches of the church. is principal- 
ly in their external forms, he is 
secretly willing to make this differ- 
ence as apparent as possible, by 
laying a gratuitous stress on those 
which distinguish his own.* 


him todo almost nothing which the 
positive prescriptions of the church 
do not enjoin, and if acted upon, as 
far as not a few sluggish souls have 
pushed it, would go to spare a 
clergyman of the episcopal church, 
nearly all the labour of thinking, 
and acting at all. With them, the 
rubrics usurp the place of the judg- 
ment; and the canons, services, and 
forms of the liturgy, supersede, om 
almost all occasicns, the labour of 
‘composition, and the exercise of the 
Invention. 





‘ 
| error of creating differences where none ex- 
| ist, and of laying undue stress upon others: 
| but, still, it remains true, that there are 
some points, even of external order, which 
, we are not permitted to compromise. 1 he 
| prevailing notions of liberality and charity, 
if acted out fully, would level al] distine 
| tions, and consider al] moces and forins @s 





* We presume the writer does not in- | 
tend to condemn a proper regard and main- 
tenance of the distinctive principles of our { 
church. This, we know, is sometimes | 
charged with the name of bigotry. Wej| 
adinit, with Laicus, that many falb into the 


, equally geod : but, if God hath established 
| an order in his church, it cannot be matter 
of indifference whether we observe it or not. 
A due regard to this important object, how- 
}ever, we think, perfectly compatible with 





j ald the charity ahd kindness of the gospel. 


Edilurs. 
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If Renricus is one of your readers, || 
Messrs. Editors, 1 trust he will so | 
far enter into the views of a person |, 
who has no motive but his own in- | 
provement, and the advantage of his | 
parishioners lor detailing his imper- | 
fections, as to feel the necessity of 

setting about an immediate correc. | 
tion of them. For, ‘till it shall be | 
accomplished, there is little proba- 

bility or possibility of his extensive | 
uselulness, either to the church, or 

to the world. 
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illustrations of Obscure and Difficult Pas- | 


sages of Scripture. 


(Continued from page 132.) 
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31. Zebulor shall dwell at the 
haven ol the sea: and he shall te) 
for a haven of ships; and his bor- 
der shall be unto Zidon.” Gen, 
xlix. 13. 

This prediction relates wholly to 
the local situation, and chief occu. | 
pation, of the tribe of Zebulon, after | 
ifs settlement in Canaan. Itis sup- | 
posed that the lot of this tribe reach- 
ed from the sea of Galilee, nearly 
or quite to the Mediterranean ; on 
which they had several ports. “Their | 
territory approached the city of) 
Zidon, which, for several ages, was |) 
the greatest mart of trade in the |) 
world, although at the time of this! 
prediction almost without a name. || 
In the blessing of Moses, (See Deut. 4 
xxxili. 19.) upon this tribe, it is: 
predicted, that * They shall suck of| 
the abundance of the seas, and of 
treasures hid in the sand.’ 

32. “ Issachar is a strong 
couching down between two bur- |! 
dens. And he saw that rest was} 
good, and the land that it was plea- | 
sant; and bowed his shoulder to 
bear, and became a servant under 
tribute.” vv. 14, 15. 

The situation allotted to this | 
tribe, in the division of Canaan, 237 |: 
years alter the death of Jacob, was) 
in a renote part of he country. It 


| 


! 
' 
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is seldom mentioned in the subse- 
quent history of the nation, from 
which circumstance it is manilest, 
that the prediction as descriptive oi 
the peacelul, unambitious, and Labo- 
rious character, of the tribe, was 
afterwards fulfilled. “ ‘The expres 
sion, couching down betrvecn trvo bur 
dens, denotes a quiet persevering 
The tribe delighted in 
* rest,” not from toil, but from war: 
and was satished to leave the cerea 


‘ot government to others. 


33. “ Dan shall judge his people 
as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan 
shall be a serpent in the way, and 
an adder in the path; that biteth 
the horse-heels, so that his rider 
shall tall backward. I have waited 
for thy salvation, O Lord.” vv. 16, 
B2, 3%. 

The historical notices of this 
tribe now extant, are few and gen. 
But they correspond well 
the subtie and misehievous 
character which is here predicted of 
it. Dan signifies judgment ; and 
Jacob is supposed to have meant, 
ouly, that though the son of his 
concubine, Dan should be equally 
with his other suns, the head of a 
distinct tribe in Israel. Samson 
was ol this tribe ; and itis supposed, 
that the various and successful stra- 
tagems which he contrived and 
practised lor the destruction of his 
enemies, were a good exemplificea 
tion of the genius and character of 
his tribe at large. 

Jd. “* Gad, a troop shall overcome 
him: but he shall overcome at the 
v. 19. 

The frontier situation of this 
tribe, on the east of Jordan, expos- 
ed if to the frequent ineursions of 
the Syrians, and other external ene 
mies of the nation. ‘They some- 
times suffered severely from this 
but were offen victorious. 
At length, in the reign of David, 
all their enemies, with those of the 
nation, were subdued, or brought 
under tribuie. 
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34. Out of Asher, his bread 
shall be fat, and he shall yield royal 
dainities.” vy. 20. 

Asher signifies a blessing. he 
lot assigned him was fertile in all 
the productions of the country. It 
bordered on Carmel, (Josh. iii. 26.) 
which was fruitful to a proverb. 

35. “* Naphtali is a hind let loose : 
he giveth goodly words.” v. 2). 

* This may be considered as a 
sketch of the character of this tribe: 
as unlike the laborious ox and ass; 
affecting ease and liberty ; insinuat- 
ing and affectionate; active, but vo- 
latile ; more noted for despatch than 
steady labour and perseverance ; 
and more disposed to exult in na- 


tional blessings, than to fight in} 


defence of them: like the hind which 
flies from the enemy, not like the 
lion, which faces and overcomes 
him. Barak, and many of bis sel- 
diers, were of this tribe ; and though 
they fought suceessfuily at last, at 
first they were very timorous.” Scott. 

36. “ Joseph is a fruithul bough, 
even a fruitful bough by a well, 
whose branches run over the «all 
The archers have sorely grieved 
him, and shot at him, and hated 
him. But his bow abode in strength, 
and the arms of his hands were 
made strong, by the bands of the 
mighty God of Jacob: from thence 
is the shepherd, the stone ef Israel. 
Even, by the God of thy fathers 
who shall help thee, and by the 
Almighty who shall bless thee with 
the blessings of heaven above, bless- 
ings of the deep that lieth under, 
blessings of the breasts and of the 
womb. ‘The blessings of thy father 
have prevailed above the blessings 
of my progenitors, unto the utmost 
bound of the everlasting hills. ‘hey 
shall be on the head of Joseph, and 
on the crown of the head of him, 
that was separate from his brethren.” 
vv. 22—26. 

The patriarch refers both to the 
past history of Joseph, and the fu- 
ture state of his tribe. 
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1 The archers have sorely grieved 
him, and shot at him, and hated him. 
|He was unreasonably hated, and 
cruelly sold, by his brethren; was 
tempted and slandered by  Poti- 
phar’s wife, and imprisoned for se- 
_veral years by Potiphar himself. 
But his bow abode in strength, and 
the arms of his hands were made 
strong, by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob. In all his perseeu- 
| tions and afflictions his strength was 
/outwardly and inwardly sustained 
by the especial Providence and 
-blessing of the Almighty.  “ His 
life was preserved, his reputation 
was cleared, his integrity remained 
_ubimpeached.” 
From thence is the shepherd, the stone 
lof Isracl. God having delivered 
-him from his trials, conferred upon 
him the honour of becoming the 
_preserver of his father’s house, and 
}the protector and support of the 
whole family of Israel, during the 
residence of the Patriarch in Egypt. 
| Joscph is a fruitful bough, even a 
fruiiful bough by a well; whose 
branches run over the wall. Joseph 
had but two sons, yet from them 
sprung two of the most numerous 
tribes of Israel. 
The Almighty shall bless thee wiih 
| the blessings of heaven above, blessings 
| of the decp that licth under, blessings 
of the breasts and of the womb. The 
blessings of thy father have prevailed 
above the blessings of my progenitors, 
unto the utmost bound of the everlast- 
ing hills. “ God would bless his 
posterity with a temperate climate, 
a fruitful soil, the treasures that are 
dug from the bowels of the earth; a 
numerous and healthful progeny; 
‘and extensive and durable blessings 
of every kind, even like the moun- 
tains which shall endure as long as 
the earth itself.” ‘ Through re- 
volving centuries to this day, the 
names of Judah and Joseph have 
been far more celebrated than those 
of Jacob’s other sons, which, in his- 
~ tory and prophecy, are comparative: 
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ly obscure. | 
and Ephraim, one of the sons ol) 
Joseph have eclipsed all the other | 
tribes, giving names to the two! 
grand divisions of the nation.” Scoft. || 


The tribes of Judah}! 
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ments. For they cast down every 
man his rod, and they became ser- 
pents; but Aaron's rod swallowed 
up their rods.” Exod. vii. 11, 12. 
Among the wise men, or magi- 


in loc. We must refer many of the | cians, called in on this occasion, to 
predictions relating to this tribe to |} withstand Moses and Aaron, two of 
the Saviour, of whoin Joseph was ! the principal are called by the apos- 
a very distinguished type. |, tle, Janves and Jambres; although 
37.“ Benjamin shall raven as a| their names are not preserved in 
wolf; in the morning he shall devour| the Old ‘Testament. In this, 
° . ' . . 
the prey, and at night be shall di-! and several of the other signs by 
vide the spoil.” v. 27. ‘which the divine commission of 
This tribe was remarkable forthe) Moses and Aaron was verified, it is 
fierceness and ferocity of its char-| stated, that the magicians effected 
acter, especially as displayed in the I their imitations so exactly, as to 
wars which it waged with the other! succeed in deceiving and hardening 
iribes, and with external enemies; the Egyptian monarch. ‘These et- 
in the former of which Dr. Clarke || fects, it is most reasonable to sup- 
states, that “ they killed more men || pose, were produced by the agency 
than the whole of their own num: | of evil spirits; the extent of whose 
bers amounted to.” Alter the se-|) power is no where exactly defined 
cession of the ten tribes from the jin the scriptures. Frou the express 
kingdom of Judah, Renjamin adher- |) nature of the language employed on 
ed to the interest of the house ol) this, and the several other occa 
David, and shared in ifs victories || sions in which these enchantments 
and conquests until its final subjuga- } are spoken of, it would he unwar- 
* ' ° 
tion. ae rantable to suppose that they con 
38. “ Pharoah also called the wise} sisted merely in optical illusions, or 
men and the sorcerers: now the}! tricks of /ever de main. 
magicians of Egypt, they also did i 
in like manner with their enchant- 


i] } ? 
lo be continued 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


For the Repertory. ‘I tianity, or any of its fundamental 


| tenets, is not only denied, but claim. 
jed in support of beresy, it is the 

{The authority of great names in | dictate of justice to their memory, 
religion, however destitute of in-| and an important duty to posterity, 


4 Vindication of Mr. Locke’s views res- 
pecting the Trinity. 


trinsic weight, is often employed: 
with deadly effect in the cause of, 





error; and is susceptible of a very | 


to assert the advantage of which 
the cause of truth is thus surrepti- 
tiously deprived. In this sentiment 


useful application, on the side of | we cheerlully insert the following 
truth. ‘Its legitimate use is doubt- | communication, which contains a 
less to excite to a due inquiry, and | very full and satisfactory vindi- 
not to confirm the truth ot disputed jcation ot ; the celebrated Locke, 
doctrines. When the suffrage of ;!rom the frequent, oad we believe, 
distinguished characters, borne dur- | Most injurious charge of Socinia- 
ing their lives, in favour of chris nism, which the abettors of that 
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scheme have unceremoniously alleg- \' satisfying for us, or by his death, pur- 
ed against him. The reasons which | chasing life or salvation for us, or any 
govern us in omitting several pas- | thing that sounds like it. This, and 
sages not necessary to the argument, | several other things. shows, that he is 
will readily occur to the writer of | all-over socinianized.’” Which (says 
the article; and which we trust will; Locke) in effect is, that because | 
apologise for the liberty we have | have not set dowa all that this au- 
taken. | thor perhaps would have done, there- 
fore | am a Socinian. But what it 
I should say, 1 set down as much as 
my arguinent required. and yet am 
no Sucinian? Would he, from my 
silence and omiasion, give me the 
lie, and say [ am one? Surmises 
that may be overturned by a single 
denial, are poor arguments, and such 
tained his vindication by quotations | as some men would be ashamed of. 
from his own works. He might have taken notice of these 
‘The design of Mr. Locke's essay | words in my book, * from this estate 
was, as he expressly says, to pro-|of death, Christ restores all man- 
pound to infidels, who refuse to be- || kind to life, and a little lower, ‘ the 
lieve in christianity, because those | life which Christ restores to all 
who professed it, held such various | men ;’ again, *‘ He that hath incur- 
and variant doctrines, one simple |\red death for his own transgres- 
and comprehensible proposition, |sion, cannot lay dewn his lite for 
which, seriously believed, mould | another, as our Saviour professes he 
make them christians, viz. © that) did.” This, he thinks, sounds seme- 
, | thing like, Christ purchasing life for 
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Messrs. Editors, \ 
It is my purpose in this com- | 
munication, simply to advert to the | 
fact, that Mr. Locke, during bis life, 
fully vindicated himself from the 
charge of Socinianism, which was 
even then alleged; and that he sus- 
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Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah.” 
lhe person who attacked him, said, | us by his death. 

‘ that that was saying no more than The Socinians and Unitarians 
a Socinian would say,’ therelure,/deny the atonement and the re- 
Locke was a Soecinian. Against | demption procured, and the salisfac- 
this absurd reasoning, (which Locke | on made, by the death of our bless- 
showed to be rep fete with folly, and | ed Saviour. ‘Phese doctrines are 
hinted to be, malicious,) he replied, | vitally and essentially connected 
first, as follows :— { with, and depend upon that of his 
Locke’s Works, Vol. J. Vind.| Diety. Socinians and Unitarians 
p- 592. 1 quote irom the 4th En; glish | deny them all. Let us see how far 
edition, * Secinianism, then, is not, the great and pious Locke agrees 
the fault of the book (essay on te with them. His adversary (fur such 
Religion of Christianity) whatever | Locke considered him,) had charged 
else it be. I repeat it again, there || hia: with being a Socinian, begause 
és not one svord ef Socinianism in it.”’|) he did pot use the word “ salisfac- 
p. 590. “1 shall leave the Soei-|j tor,” when speaking of Christ's 
nians to answer the charge against || death, to which Locke replies, page 
them, and examine his proot ef my | 644, id. “1 say (in p. 926 of my 
being one. Ut stands thus, p. 112,\) Reas.of Chris.) the design of Christ’s 
‘of his adversary’s book) * When he|| coming was to be offered up: and 
(the author of the Reasonableness || p. 547, I spoke of the work of our 
of Christianity,) proceeds to men- Redemption ; ; words, which in the 
tion the benefits of Christ’s coming || Epistles are taken to tmp/y satisfac- 
into the world, and appearing in the ||fton.” ss In p. 721, 2d Vind. Locke 
flesh, he hath not one syllable of his "says, ““ Mr. Bold says right, that 
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this (the doctrine of the satisfaction || lieve it, as he is to believe that 
lor us by our Redeemer’s death.) is | Jesus is the Christ; “ which (says 
a doctrine, that ts of mighty unpert- | Locke) is an inconteatable truth.” 
ance for a Christian to be well ac- |) Uhas Locke aay 4, every true chris- 
quainted with. 1 will add to it, that | tian must endeavour to understand 
it is very hard tor a christian to | the points taught and revealed by 
read the seriptures with attention, Jesus Christ; and when he perceives 
aud an unproudiced mind, and to | them, he is bound to believe them, 
deny the satisfaction of Christ.” whether his reason can comprehend 
In page 5o6 of the Reasonable. | them or not; even that Jesus Christ 
ness of Christianity, Loeke detines | and the Holy Ghost are Ged, which 
and explains the deetrine of Faith, || the Unitarians will not believe, be- 
in exaet aceordanee with the ex.) Cause their reason cannot compre- 
planations of 'rinitarians; explan- | bend it. But bet us see what Locke 
ations whieh Unitarians treat with | says the seriptures declare of Jesus. 
ridicule: * God dealt so favourably | MWe declares throughout the essay 
with the posterity of Adam, that i}j.en the Reasonableness of Christ- 
they would believe Jesus to be the |) ianity, that they pronounce “ Jesus 
Messiah, the promised King and jot Nazareth to he the Messiah.” 
Saviour, and perform what other | be argues that every one who be- 
conditions were required of them by | lieves that proposition to be true, 
the covenant of Grac God would | is bound to believe what the scriptures 
justily them, because ¢ f this belief. | leach of the Messiah, of his character, 
He would account this faith to them! persen, kingdom, ond doctrines. He 


i ’ 


for righteousness, and look on it as |! proves that they used the word Mes- 


making up tbe detects of (heir obe- | siah, as synonymous with the words 
dience; which being thus supplied | Son of God; that the words, Son of 
by what was taken instead of it, they | God were used by the Jews in our 
were looked on as just or righteous; | Saviour’s time, to signify the Mes- 
and so inherit elernal life. But dds | sinh. See pp. 604-5, &e. of 2d Vind. 


favour shown to mankind,’ &c. See) of Reas. of Christ. 


also page 570, Ke. / In p. 516, Reas. of Christ. Locke 

I will now exhibit more direct) says, * Pirst, Jobo the Baptist tells 
evideuce that Locke was no Unita- | them, * the finedom of Ged is at 
rian—that he believed Jesus Christ) hand” a neme by which the Jews 
was God. In p. 709, of 2d Vind. | called the Kingdom of the Messtah. 
of the Reas of Christ. he quotes the |) Phen our Saviour comes and tells 
words of Mr. Bold, which are these,| them ‘of the Kingdom of God, 
‘When a true christian understands | Then come the Apostles and Evan- 
that Christ Jesus bath taught that) geiists afier his death, and express- 
he is God, he must assent unto it: | fv teach that Jesus was the Measiah; 
“which (says Locke) is trae and) that the words, Son of God, meant 
conformable to what he said before, |) Messiah. What then do the serip- 
that every true christian must en-| tures show elearly, beyond all eon- 
deavour to widerstand the points} tradietion, that the words, Son of 
taught and revealed by Jesus Christ; | God, meant, when used by our 
which being known to be revealed || Saviour, and as understood by the 
by him, we must assent unto.” ‘gaat In the 5th chapter of John, 
Again, he quotes Mr. Bold’s words, \|our blessed Lord, in speaking to the 
‘ when a true christian understands | Jews, claims God to be bis Father, 
that Jesus Christ hath given this | See 17th verse. ‘The Evangelist 
account of the Holy: Ghost, that he jadds, in verse 13th, ‘ that the Jews 
is God, he isas much obliged to be- | sought the more to kill him, beeause 
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he not only had broken the Sabbath, |, 
(as they pretended to think.) but} 
said also that God was his Father, 
making himself equal with God. 
Jesus, instead of correcting this in- 
terpretation of his words, tells these 
very Jews, that ‘all men should 
honour the Son even (or in like man- 
ner,) as they honour the Father.’ 
In the 9th chapter of the same 
Gospe!, from the 34th verse to the 
38th, a Jew whom Jesus had healed, 
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apostles’ creed, as it is called, 

Unitarian, because it does not ex- 
pressly affirm that Christ is God’ 
In pages 697-8, of his 2d Vindic. 
Locke examines the passage of 
scripture (in the Acts) where the 
conversion of the Eunueh is record- 
ed, and shewa, that upen his affirm- 
ing his belief that * Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God,’ he was baptized 
by Philip. Now, says Locke to 
his adversary, ‘if Lam a Socinian 





instantly pdts the same constrne- 


for saying that that proposition is 


tion on his declaration, that he was) the ormly one required, previously 
' 


the Sun of God, and worshipped him.” 


Other instances might easily be | 


Bhown. Apply the words of Locke 
to these passages of scripture: thie | 
Unitarian believes that Jesus ol | 
Nazareth was the Messiah, as- 
Locke did. Now Loeke says, ¢ 


true christian is bound to believe | 
whatever the Messiah declared con- || 


cerning himsell, his doctrines, Xe. 
The Messiah claimed to be equal 
mith God in a multitude of instances, 
too unequivocal to be misunderstood 
by a true christian who values faith | 
in the words of his Redeemer, more | 
than the fallible conclusions of his 


own reason. Unitarians are forced | 


by the plain declarations of our 


Saviour, and the evident under: | 


to be believed by a convert. And 
you acknowledge that the confes- 
sion of the Eunuch was enough for 


‘his admittanee into the church of 


Christ, you must acknowledge that 
‘even the doctrine of the Holy Trini- 
ity (the very words of Locke,) was 
not thought by Philip a fundamental 
‘doctrine.’ ‘This argument is used 
by Locke to prove the absurdity of 

his adversary’s argument, that be- 

cause he (Locke) had not said er- 

_pressly that the doctrine of the 
i ‘Trinity, or divinity of Christ, was 

essential, that therefore Locke did 
/not think the doctrine a true one. 

Let any one read the passage of hie 
| 2d Vindication, page 698, and he 
cannot resist the inference which 


standing of them by the Jews, either | necessarily (or Locke spoke non- 


to expunge passages of the scriptures, | 
or interpolate words, or misconstrue 
them, against all evidence, authority, 
common sense, and grammar. And 
yet they tell mankind that they take | 
the scriptures as the only rule of, 
their farth and conduct! 

Mr. Locke ia his 2d Vindication, | 
in answer to the argument of his, 
adversary who charged him with 
the same heresy, which the Uni- 
tarians have revived against him, 
that, because Locke said, the es- 
sential proposition for a christian 
to believe is, “that Jesus is the 
Messiah,’ he meant to say, ‘ that it 
Was not necessary to believe that 
he was God,’ replies, “* that his ad- 
versary might as well say that the 





sense) arises from the use he makes 
| ol the term “ Holy Trinity,” in the 
passage quoted, that he held it as a 
vital part of christian faith. 

In short, Locke says be wrole 
his Reasonableness of Christianity 
{lor those who believed nothing of 
christian doctrine, to prove that the 
fundamental christian doctrine was 
not involved in those deubtful con- 
siructions which made so many sects 
in christianity. The design of his 
work was to prove, that our Saviour 
and his apostles proposed this propo- 
sition as essential, “ that he was the 
promised Messiah.” And Locke ex- 
pressly says, that he who sincerely 
believes this, will implicitly believe 
what the scriptures reveal concern 
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ing the Messiah's character andl | sors of religion, harshly condemning 
doctrines. And his whole essay, | thei ir pastor for inactivity and want 


and his two vindications of it, 
to the entire satisfaction 
reader, that the great, the candid, 
and truly paows Locke, believed not 
only that Jesus Christ was the 
siah, promised aud sent by 
but that He was God; that 

believed in the fall of man, his ul- 
ter natural depravity; in inputed 
righteousness through faith ia the 
atonement and redeeming satisfac 


prove 


God; 
he also 


tion of Jesus Christ, and on the dis.) 
tinet and separate inthuenees of the | 


When the Un-ta- 
rian can relish the writings 0} 
Locke, he shall cheertully 
to the plain import ot St. 
words “* without controversy, 
is the mystery of godliness; God was 
manyest in the flesh ; justitied in the 
Spirit, seen of angel-, preached unto 
the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, recewed up ute glory.” Heb. 
iil. 16. 


Holy (host. 


assent 
anis 
great 


ONE WHO BELIEVES 
“ IESUS TO BE THE 34h.” 
Leesburg, Sept 6, 162). 
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For the Repertoiy. 
Messrs. Editors, 

As you are clergymen, I feel 
some difftence in addressing you 
on the subject of the following let- 
ter, lest some of that esprit du corps, 
which 1 suppose is found among the 
clergy, as Well as persons ol other 
professions, should be roused into 
censure by my remarks. But you 
are anxious flor the correctness ol 
the clergy, | make no doubt, and 
therefore, perhaps, will give me a 
candid attention, while | say a few 
words concerning a member of your 
hody. But I must premise, with 
observing that in most instances, | 
heartily condemn the practice which 
1 have seen too frequently, of par- 
ishioners undertaking to search out 
and openly censure what they may 
think the faults of their ministers. 
Troquently have Ib heard the profes- 


is hy 


of every) 


Mes- | 








‘of zeal, when it was evident to me 
and many others, as able to judge 
as those censora were, that the pas- 
tor was zealous to a very commend- 
able degree, aad was active in doing 
good tu the extent of his abilities. 
Now, itis my humble opinion, that 
parishioners, with very lew excep- 
(ious, are foo ignorant of a minis- 


ae seu™ :; 
ters occupations, his dificu!ties and 
| trials, to set up tor the judges of hig 


Ways, and (hat, in most cases, when 
thev du pass sentence on his con- 
duct, there is much more of the first 
than the second Adam in their spirit; 
juch more ot wicked censorious- 
ness (han christian charity; much 
more contracted selfishness thag 
pious humility. ‘This way of think- 
ing, has kept me a long while from 
Saying any thing in censure of my 
minister, and it is only since I find 
that almost all the congregation 
agree with my opinion of him, and 
When IT think that some observations 
upou his ways, made in the spirit of 
mee!ness, may do some good, that 
I presume to send you the lollowing 
account of the distinguishing fea- 
tures of his character. 

I must begin with giving him all 
due credit for bis private character. 
He is a man of strict morality, and 
for amiableness and excellence of 
natural disposition, is excelled by 
very few. In his family he is an 
affectionate husband and father ; and 
in society, he is much respected 
and beloved, Were be not a min- 
ister, | know not that 1 should have 
a fault to find. But, Gentlemen, 
among us, we have high notions of 
the solemn duties of the ministry; 
we have large conceptions of the 
piety, the zeal, the activity, the 
strictness, the boldness, and the res- 
ponsibility of that oflice; we expect 
to see the ambassador of Jesus, 
nresch the Gospel of Jesus, in its 
piainness, its solemnity, and its ear. 


nestness, as if he felt that he spoke 
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to perishing sinners, and had an with earnestnes= and practical appli- 
arduous work to perform in endea- | ‘| cation. Ll find fault with the cenerali- 
vouring to bring back rebellious | ity of his sub jects. "An undue propor- 
avuls to God. Now, when we have tion of these embrace the distinctive 
a pastor who seems not to feel in | principles ef our church ; such as 
this way. and evidently does not || the divine right of episcopacy, the 
preach i in this way, we mourn; and | thre © orders ot cle rey, the apostolic 
when we go hungering for the bread | succession, aidthe use and excellence 
of life, and our appointed steward | of our liturgy. These un loubtedly 
distributes so scantily, that we can jare usetol, iinporta int, and necessary 
scarcely taste it, while it is most mi- |! to be inculcated by an episcopal 
serably mixed up with many ingre- not ster, bot they certainly ought 
dients that tend not at all to satisfy |i not to be always prominent, much 
the appetite of the soul, have we not less to supersede those great practi- 
reason to complain and ask for re- |! cal doctrines which make men wise 
dress! Now this indeed is our con- || unto salvation. We like them some- 
dition. We are. sinners, blind, || times, and we have attended to them; 
weak, and needy. We want to be || but they do not reach our hearts, or 
taught the way of life, to be assisted || reprove our sins ; they are not suited 
in surmounting the difheulties of that jlo present the lost condition of men, 
way, and to be nourished frequent- |) to rouse them to repentance. and 
ly with that hidden manna which) lead them to the Saviour. If we 
we know Jesus has appointed for) may judge of the doctrines, which 
our use- Did we —_ know that our | should occupy by far the most im- 
minister was placed among us to | port: mt place in a minisier’s sermons, 
teach, and heljy, and feed us, and that || by our wants, and the effect which 
our Lord has made bun a steward of) some doctrines have, under the di- 
the bread of lite, to deal it ont to his | vine blessing, in opening cur hearts, 
people ; the sense of our unworthi- “showing us our sins, humbling us 
ness would prevent complaining. || before God, leading us to Christ by 
But our grief is, that here lives the. ) faitt i, and promoting the growth of 
shepherd with his c jon and pasture, } oar grace, we woald say, the dee- 
and we are not fed or guided. Let |itrines of the depravity of human 
me describe to you the principal | nature, of the necessity and nature 
characters of his ministry. He |! of repentance and faith, of the atone. 
preaches to us twice every week. } ment, the holiness of God, his hatred 
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This he has done for several years, 
and itis well. But indeed he does 
but little good. To be sure it is only 
God that ever does good inthe minis- 
try, and itis not always an argument 
against the faithfulness of a pastor 
that souls are not converted under 
bis preaching; for God may be pleas- 
ed for a time, to tery his servant’s 
faith, by withbolding his. blessing. 
But this remark only applies w here 
the truth is earnestly and faithfully 
dispensed. With us it is not thus 
dispensed. I do net say that our 
pastor ever preaches any thing but 
the truth, but he goes not to the ex- 
tent of the truth, nor proclaims it 





of sin, his wonderful grace and love 
in the gift of a Saviour, and the free 
uffers ot salvation through his belov- 
ed Son, are the great themes which 
a minister should constantly, and 
with all his earnestness, exhibit and 
urge on his people. Oh! if we could 
hear these precious truths more fre- 
quently and more plainly! We are 
drooping for want of novrishment, 
and many among us are perishing for 
lack of knowledge. How does it 
God, when some text is announced, 
(perhaps upon the sins of men,) and 
when they might expect a heart- 
searching and awakening discourse, 








grieve the. souls “of the children of 
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to hear it treated with all the frigid 
indifference of a stow, while the 


preacher pares otl the trath to make 
il agrecable to the souls whose con- 
sciences it should awaken ; and d 

livers it so smoothly, and with so 
many allowances for the tofirmities 
ot tis hearers, and so much fear lest 
their teelings should be wounded, 
that all the plainness of the doctrine 
is obscured, and sinners depart as 
contented with themselves as ever. 
When he preaches upon the neces- 
sity of loving God, you would think, 
from ius discourse, that all the peo- 
ple were undoubtedly ardent in therr | 
love of their Creator. When he 
speaks of hell, he touches the sub- 
ject so hghtly, that you can scarcely 
discover what he means ; and he des- 
cribes its punishments so faintly, that 
he appears to be actually bound up 
with tear, lest he should say some- 
thing to alarm his hearers. 
way (0 percition, you would suppose 
from tis sermons, to be extremely 
narrow, and ve 
late, and the path of salvation so 
broad and easy, that we have only 
to Jet nature take her course, to tra- 
vel onward to heaven without a mo- 
ment ot trouble. The extent of our | 
minister’s zeal seems to be to induce 
people (and it matters Little what 
sort of people) to bring themselves 
and children to baptism, and atter- | 
wards to become communicants. In 
proportion to the number of persons — 
annually Baptized, and become com- 
municants, and trom time to time 
confirmed, does be estimate the pros- | 
perity of his congregation, without) 


seeming ever to take into view, the 


practical piety of his professing 
christiaus, or expecting from them, 


any thing more than morality of 


lite, and a regular attendance on the 
forms and ordinances of the church. 
Che consequence ts, that many child- 
ren are baptized, while scarcely a 

sponsov knows the solemnity and na- 
cure of the promises he takes ; many 
ave confirmed, who, by their ignor- ! 


u’s Complain: 


The 


ry much forsaken of 


\ forted with the thought that, 
, the truth ina ge ospel dress, and de 
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lance of that solemn ordinance, by 
itherr entire deficiency of all serious 
| preparation, and the worldly minded- 
‘ness of their after lives, do actually 
| burlesque our contirmatrons, and dis- 
grace our church, Our communt- 
le ants are numerous, and ve t ites to be 
‘feared, 


our christians are very few. 
To be 


regular in the external obser 
vanees of the church, and moral in 
ithe deportment, appears to be the sum 
jand substance, not only of the practy 
ic itreligion, but the speculative opin 
| ions of the majority. And yetitis no! 
ito be wondered at ; for however the 
minister may believe diflerently from 
‘this, and though he may sometimes 


i preach dilerently, yethe does every 


thing with so little earnestvess, and 
so cloaks up all the points of his cor 
‘rections, and sottens down all his 
/reproots, lest ns people should be 
| hurt and offended, that they scarcely 
know what he thinks; or if they 


, know what he thinks, they see him 


so indifferent, that they regard it 
not at all. Pray, Gentlemen, what 
ido you think of those ministers who 
ave afraid of offending their people 
| by the tull exhibition of the truth , 
j and lest they should excite oppos) 

tion, trim down the broad and solewn 
‘declarations of the se riptures, and 
| fear to pronounce them withe wy som 
, words of apology, or some additions, 
to tuke off their aiehale nded harsh 

ness / Is not the gospel to be tho 

roughly proclaimed im its severity, 
is Well as its love, its threate nings 
cas well as its promises, whether men 
‘will hear, or whether they will tor 

bear; and when the truth bas been 
\preached platuly and boldly, without 
personal feeling, or personal abuse, 
if the hearers are offended, should 
the minister be alarmed, should he 
alter his course, should he not be 
‘encouraged by reflecting, that such 
“was the etlect of the preaching ot 
Jesus and his apostles, and be cont 


| 
{ 
j 
| 
i 
it 
a 


when 


livered with a gospel spirit, offends 
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the unconverted, it 1s an evidence 
that it has reached some consciences, 
and has operated in a much more 
encouraging way, than if it had been 
heard complacently, without pro- 
ducing any effect at all ? 

I have not time to write any more. 
From what I have said, you my 
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accompanied with at least, a short re- 
trospect of the life, and of the lead. 
ing traits in the character of the illus- 
trious deceased. 

‘s Dr. Boudinot was born in Phila- 
delphia, on the 2d of May, a. vp, 
1740. He was descended trom one 








of those pious refugees, who fled 


perceive the situation of our congre-| from France to America to escape 


gation, and the cause of my com- 
plaining. If you can do any thing 
for us, in the way of advice to clergy, 
or if you have any good advice for 
congregations, which may correct 
our errors, and teach us what we 
ought to do, we will be exceedingly 
glad to peruse it in the pages of your | 
Repertory. Your's, 

Znropiar AG. 





OBITUARY. 

* Departed this lite, at his seat m 
ha city of Burlington, New Jersey, 
on the 24th day of October, 1821, 
Exias Boupixor, E sy. LED. in the 

eighty-second year of his age. On 
the 26th of Oc tober, his remains 
were committed to the tomb, follow- 
ed by a large concourse of family! 
connexions, and by the most res 


| the horrors of ecclesiastical perse- 

_cution, and to enjoy religious free- 

dom in this favoured land. He had 
the advantage of a classical education, 
and pursued the study of the law, 
‘under the direction of the Hon. Rich, 
Stockton, a member of the first Ame- 
rican Congress, whose elder sister 
he afterwards married. Shortly af- 
ter his admission to the bar of New 
Jersey, Dr. Boudinot rose to the 
‘first grade in his profession. Early 
‘in the revolutionary war he was ap- 
pointed by Congress, to the import- 





| 
vant trust of Commissary General of 
| Prisoners. In the year 1777, he 
| was chosen amember of the N vation- 
lal C ongress, and ip the year 1782, 
ihe w was elected President of that au- 
gust body. Jn this capacity he bad 


|g 
pectable inhabitants of the city off ithe honour aud happiness of putting 


Burlington. 
friends who attended on this occasion, | 
was a deputation from the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible So- 
elety, cousisiing of Gen. Clarkson, 
ithe Rev. Dr. Milnor, Messrs. 5. 
Boyd and Carow. Phe pall was 
horne by Gen. Bloomtiehl, William 
Coxe, and Joseph M‘tlvaine, Esgqrs. 
of Burlington, and by Horace Bin- 
ney, and Andrew Bayard, Esqrs. and |) 
Dr. Mease, of Philadelphia. The 
body was conveyed to St. Mary’s 
church, where a very appropriate | 
discotrse was delivered by the Rey. 
Dr. Wharton, and the whole cere- 
mony was conducted with solemnity, 
order, and decorum. 

* As death has now set his seal 
on a character pre-eminent for ta- 
lents, for piety, and for extensive 
usefulness, a just regard to public 
sentiment requires that the annup- 
eiation of such an event should be 


Among the mourning | 


his signature to the ‘Treaty of Peace, 
i; which for ever established bis coun- 
‘litry’s independence. On the return 
lof peace he resumed the practice of 
‘the law. It was pot long, however, 

before he was called to a more im- 
| portant station. —On the adoption of 
the present Constitution of the United 
“States, the confidence of his fellow- 
citizens allotted him a seat in the 
\House of Representatives of the 
‘United States. In this honourable 
place he was continued for six suc- 
cessive years. On quitting it to re- 
turn once more to the pursuits of 
‘private life, he was appointed by that 
consummate judge of character, the 
first President of the United States, 

to fill the office of Director of the 
National Mint, vacated by the death 
of the celebrated Rittenhouse. ‘This 
trust he executed with exemplary 
fidelity during the administration of 
Washington, of Adams, and in part, ef 
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Jefferson.—Resigning this office, and 
sceking seclusion trom the perplex:- 
ties of pudhic life, and from the bus- 
tle and ceremony of a commercia! 
metropolis he fixed his residence in 
the city of Burlington, New Jersey. 
Here, surrounded by affectionate 
friends, 
distincliion—engaged much in pur- 
suits of biblical lterature-—practis- 
ing the most liberal and unceremo- 
nious hospit: ity—tilling life 
exercise of christian duties, and 

the loveliest charities that exalt our 
nature—meekly and quietly comma- 


nicating and receiving happiness of 


the purest kind—he sastuned, and 
leit such acharacter, as willfor ever 
endear his inemory to his friends, and 
do honour to his country. 
“Prior to the Revolution, he was 
member ot the 
"Ppastees of New Jersey Colleve,. 
‘The semi-annual 
respectable body he always attended 
with punctuality, unless prevented 
by severe mdisposition. At the 
time of his decease, he was the sentor 
member of this Corporation. The 
liberal donation he made it during 
life, and the more ample one in his 
last will, must be long remembered 
ies gratitude by the 
cience. But while anxious to pro- 
wale the interests of science, he was 
not unmindfal of the superior claims 
of religion on hts rememberance and | 
bounty. Attached by principle and | 
habit to the religious denomination | 
of which he was so distinguished a 
member, 
his testamentary donations to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- | 
rian Church, and to their Theologt- 
cal Seminary, established at Prince- 
ton. But as his mind, unshackled by 
bigotry, or sectarian prejudice, was 


elected 


meeting of this 


expanded by the noblest principles’ 


of christian benevolence, he has also | 
very liberally endowed various in- | 
stitutions, whose object is to diffuse 
more widely the light of revealed 


truth—to evangelize the heathen— : 
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and visited by strangers of 


in the 


board of 


triends of 


he has been most liberal in |! 


}. LLD. 13! 


to instract the deaf and dumb—te 

‘educate youth for the sacred minis 
try--to advance knowledge, and to 
relieve the wants aad miseries of the 
sick, or sullering poor, 

* To those of his fellow-citizens, 
however, who are particularly inter 
ested in the wide circulation of the 
Sacred Seriptures, perhaps the 
chief excellence in the character ot 
the deceased, is the ardent and et 
fective zeal he displayed in the Bible 
The eflorts he at first made, 

notwithstanding the intirmuties of age, 
ind much unexpected opposition, te 
establish the American Bible Society 
~——the munificent donation to this in- 
stitution atits first orgamzation—his 
subse quent liberality to aid in the 
erection ot a depos sitory—the devise 
ofa laree and valuable tract of land 
_—-and the deep and undiminished in- 
‘terest he has ta ken in all the con- 
cerns of the National Society, ever 
since he was closen to be its Presi- 
deat; while they spread his fame 
through every region of the globe, 
will conse: rate his memory in the 
hearts ot his tellow citizens in Ame- 
rica,and his fellow christians through- 
outthe world. DButif his public ser- 
vices and his private worth claim the 
tribute of general esteem, and affec- 
‘tlonate rememberance, the closing 
‘scene of his life is no less calculated 
‘to console his friends under the 
heavy loss they have sustained ; than 
it is to edify and support the de ‘part. 
| ing christian. In the full possession 
‘of his mental faculties, and in the as- 
sured persuasion of his approaching 
| diseolation—his faith was firm—his 


eause, 


| patience unexhausted, and his hopes 
| were bright. 


While with paternal 
-solicitude he exhorted those around 


' him to rest onthe Lord Jesus Christ 


'as the only true ground of trust-— 
while, with solemnity and tenderness, 
he commended a dutiful and affec- 
tionate daughter, (his only child) to 
‘the care of his surviving friends, 
with humble resignation, he express- 
ed bis readiness-—his ‘ desire to de- 
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= ‘in peace’ to the bosom of his 

‘ather in Heaven; and the last 

prayer he was heard to articulate, 

was, Lord Jesus receive my Spirit!” 
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(Communicated.) 
HYMNS, 
BY MADAME CODION. 
i. 


Since life in sorrow must be spent, 
So be it—1 am well content ; 
Andineehly wait my last remove, 
Seeking only growth in love. 
Hf. 
No bliss I seek but to fulfil 
In life, in death, thy boly will. 
No Succours in my woes I want, 
Save what thou art pleased to grant. 
ill. 


(Jur days are numbered ; let us spare 
ur anxious hearts a needless care: 


POREIGN SUMMARY. 
The Bible Cause. 

‘the extracts published in the last 
tumber from Dr. Steinkopil's Jour- 
nal, displayed. in a few select speci- 
mens, the zeal and liberality gener- | 
ally exercised on the continent of| 
Europe, by protestant christians of 
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*Tis thine to number out our days, 

Our’s to spend them to thy praise. 
IV. 

Love is our only business here— 

Love simple, constant, and sincere 

O! blessed days thy servants see, 

| Spent, O Lord, in pleasing thee. 


I. 

Father, whate’er of earthly bliss, 
‘Thy sovereign will denies, 

Accepted at thy throne of grace 
Let this petition rise : 

If. 

Give ine a calin, a thankful heart. 

From every murmur free ; 

The blessings of thy grace impart, 
And let me live to thee. 


Hf. 
Let the sweet hope, that thou art mine, 
My life and death attend ; 
Thy presence through my journey shine, 
Aud crown my journey’s end. 
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with persons from the lowest classes 
in soctety. 

| The zeal with which the commit- 
tee of the Parts Society prosecuted 
an investigation into the wants of the 
protestant tnhabitants of the metro- 
polis, appears to have been met by a 
correspondent zeal to contribute ac- 
cording to the means of the donors. 





all denominations. in the Bible cause. 
Agreeably to our practice in former 
years, we now proceed to give a 
very compressed view of the pro- 
gressive state of the different Bible 
Societies throughout the world. The 
information which it affords is drawn 
trom the last annual report of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
the correspondence of the preceding 
vear published in the appendix, and 
the letters of Dr. Steinkopff, while 
performing a journey of several 
months on the continent. 

France.—Among the friends and 
benefactors of the Paris Bible Socie- 


** | have at least,’ said one of the 
visitors, ** the satisfaction to assure 
‘the committee, that. in general, we 





‘have not only been received with 
civility, but have even experienced 


the most gracious reception. Some 
feared lest we should have forgotten 
them; others had waited for us a 
Jong time: and I am bound to say, 
that the testimonies of interest and 
benevolence seemed to increase, 1 
proportion as we ascended the house: 
so much so, that, notwithstanding the 
fatigue and the heat, we have often 
experienced more pleasure in Visit- 
ing the fifth story than the first fioor. 








ty, it is pleasing to observe the first 
authorities in the State associated 


The sum which I deposit,” added 
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the visitor, ‘is the offering of the]|/ iN EVERY ONE OF THTE PROTESTANT 
rich, the mite of the widow, and the]| cantons. : 
savings of the orphan.” The Glarus society had to contend 
Auxihary Societies are increasing: | with various difficulties, of which 
and the British and Foreign Bible not the least has been the extreme 
Society has rendered every assist-|] penury of the inhabitants. The fol- 
ance to this institution ; and has made || lowing anecdote will show how great- 
to it a grant, in addition to former |} ly a bible society was wanted among 





sums, of S002, the protestant inhabitants of this can- 
To the Catholics of France they j ton :— 
have been enabled to distribute, in} ** Two poor families had received 





the course ef the list year, 10,000) a legacy, of which a bible formed a 
copies of De Sacy’s New-Tesiament, | part. Neither would resign the rnght 
in I2mo. besides several thousand!) to this invaluable treasure : they 
copies of the large 8vo. edition, pur-|| therefore came to an agreement, to 
chased of Mr. Leo. A beautiful vo. use it alternately, for half a year 
bible of the same version, has just))each. ‘This practice was observed 
lett the press, and 1s greatly in de-'| tor several years: at the expiration 
mand. The New-Testament bas || of every halt year, the bible passed 
also been recently stereotyped on aj from one family to the other; all, on 
large letter, and a considerable edi- | the establishment of a bible society, 
tion printed. The entire bible ts | another copy was presented to one 
likewise preparing im stereotype. || of the fhmihes, and both were thus 
United .Netherlunds.—Though trom | happily accommodated.” 
the last report of the N. B. Society it | Lausanne, Neufchatel, and Geneva, 
appears, that, on account, as itis pre-|}continue to take their respective 
sumed, of the diminution ofthe popu- || shares in the common work. 
lar wants, the issues of bibles and | The society in Geneva is enti 
testaments have fullen below those of || tled to particular commendation, fo) 
preceding years, the collective con- | its perseverance in translating the 
tributions trom the several provir- || British and Foreign Bible Society's 
cial societies, have exceeded those || Monthly Extracts of Correspon- 
of the former year, by the sum of||/dence ; and for the regularity with 
10,000 guilders. which it causes them to be printed 
Pilty societies of this description | and dispersed, wherever they are 
compose together the National Insti- || capable of being circulated with ac: 
tution. Seminaries, prisons, hospi- |) ceptance and advantage. 
tals, and barracks, are supplied wath The fourth report of this society 
the scriptures. Bible associations || states :—* Our public establishments 
have been ffand eminently useful. | are abundantly provided with bibles : 
A Marine Bible Society is in acuve || they have penetrated into the re- 
operation. The Catholic population || ceptacles of crimes: the subjects of 
continue to desire and receive the | guilt and wretchedness have expe- 
scriptures in their respective ver- | rienced the influence of the consola- 
sions. tions, and the warnings of the divine 
Switzerland.—T hese societies con- |) voice, even to the lowest cells. Al- 
tinue to evince their attachment to || ready even a voluntary contribution 
the cause in which they are embark- || has proceeded from the bosom of the 
ed. Some addition has been made || prisons of this city ; and the com- 
to their number. When one which; mittee, in receiving this offering, 
is said to be organizing in the canton |, saw in it a sort of encouragement 
of Thurgau shall have been establish- | still greater than in more enlarged 
ed, there will then be a bible society ‘ contributions.” 
Vo). HIL—No. 5 Orr 
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Germany.—Dr. Stemkopff visited, 
forty-nine of. the bible societies of 
Germany, and assisted at the forma- 
tion of nine of that number. | 

In the kingdom of Wurtemberg 
the hearts of the sovereign and the 
people appear to be united, as the | 
heart of one man, in the work of 

| 


—eoe 


hiity 2s eS 
> oe 
oe 


disseminating the holy seriptures. 
.More than forty auxiliaries and asso- 
ciations (among which, that for the 
university of Tubingen occupies a 
prominent station.) co-operate with 
the central administration at Stut- 
guard. Thus patronized and sup- 
ported, the society has, since its for- 
mation, distributed 45,000 bibles and f 
testaments ; while more than 10,000) 
copies have flowed from its active 

presses, into neighbouring kingdoms 

and states. Its income last year ex- 

ceeded 32,000 florms, and its expen- ) 
diture 40,000 florins. | 

The society of the Grand Duchy } 
of Baden is in a prosperous condi- | 
tion: it has lately been joined by the | 
town and university of Heidieberg, 
which promises to constitute one of 
its most zealous and eflective auxi 
liaries. 

The work of distribution continues |, 
to go forward in the catholic Canton || 
of Constance. i 

In the society of Hesse Darmstadt. || 
prince Christian continues to evince | 
a paternal anxiety for communicating | 
the holy scriptures to the poor in the | 
dominions of his illustrious relative. | 
The societies of Worms, Michael- | 
stadt, and Giessen, within the same 
duchy, are also conducted by per- 
sons who are equally zealous in the | 
cause which they have espoused, 
and qualitied to promote its success. 

Ofan interview with prince Chris- 
tian, Dr. Steinkopil thus speaiks— 

I called repeatedly at his palace ; 
but learned, with regret, that he was 
onatour. If had given up the hope 
of seeing him; when, on the eve of 
my departure, he sent for me, and 
favoured Mr. Blimhardt and myself 
with a long interview. He isa most 
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open and condescending prince, a 
lover of the bible, and a decided 
friend to the bible Society.“ | am 
ready,” said he, ‘* to meet the com- 
mittee once a week; for I feel the 
Importance of the bible Society, and 
its beneticial inflnence on the tem- 
poral and eternal interests of the 
people. LT thank you,’ he added, 
‘for visits like these : they stimulate 
our zeal, and call forth fresh ener- 
cies.”’ He then embraced us, and 
dismmssed us with his good wishes 
and his blessings. 

At Hanau, the Soriety, though 
struggling with difeulties, laudably 
maintains its ground. 

The society at Frankfort, though 
not yet enjoying the general support 
of that city, is manifestly on the in- 
crease. How vigorously it has ex- 
erted itself, will appear from the fact 
ofits having distributed, since its ee- 
tablishment, 22,970 bibles and testa- 
ments ; of which latter, more than 
7,000 were circulated among catho- 
lics. 

Marburg, the residence of Lean. 
der Van Ess, has become the seat of 
an active bible Society. Protestants 
and Catholics coalesce in its support. 

A fresh impulse has recently been 
given to the exertions of the Hesse 
Cassel society. In an interview with 
which the Elector honoured Dr, 
Steinkopii, he spoke of the bible in 
such terms of attachment, as to en- 
courage a hope, that, in the closing 
scene of life, he was supported by 
its promises, and solaced by its con- 


| solations. 


Both the grand duke and_ the 
grand duchess of Weimar are taking 
a lively interest in the prosperity o/ 
the society established for the benetit 
of their dominions. 

In the siates of Bavaria, a miscon- 
ception of the design and tendency 
of bible societies has precluded, in @ 
creat measure, the inhabitants of that 
kingdom from the blessings which 
have uniformly attended the oper- 
ations of those peaceful and bene- 
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ficent institutions. The Narember: 
bible Society, which was suppressed 
by an order of government, has not 
yet been permitted to resume tts 
functions : but its friends in that erty 
are. numerous; and their prayers, 
Which ascend tor the establishment 
of the society, will not eventually 
have been ottered in vain. In the 
mean time, the exertions of the Ca 

tholics have been employed, amidst 
all the diffculues which were oppos 
ed to them, with extraordinary ac- 
tivity and success. Bavaria has been 
the centre, trom which have issued 
three Catholic versions of the New 

Testament, which have been widely 


diffused through most of the contigu- 


gus countries : trom the press of Mr. 
Seidel, at Sulzbach, have proceeded 


more than 350.000 « opies of the ver- H 
| supplied Mr. Johnson's absence trom 


gion of Leander Van Ess-——nearly 

80,000 of Gesner’s have been print- 
edat Munich ; and more than 60.000 
of Wittman’s, at Ratisbon. An hum 

ble servant maid, late of the city of 
Nuremberg, having heard her mas- 
ter, the city librarian, speak of the 
labours and usefulness of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, was so 
affected by the narrative, that she 
bequeathed to it a legacy of 10/ 


In the kingdom of Saxony, the ob- | 


ject of your institution Inay now be 


said to have received the homage of 


the whole nation. Of the good etlect 


which the very extstence of bible | 
societies produces on the minds of | 


the lower classes, the following anec- 
dote, related by Mr. Fabricius, af- 
fords a pleasing illustration :— 

A peasant having asked Mr. Fabri- 
eius how he could atford to sell 
bibles so cheap, the latter replied, 


by giving him an account of the rise |, 


and progress of bible secieties. 
“What! have f lived to see this!” 
exclaimed the peasant: “ | thought 
the whole world was like our village. 
where no one cares for another, un- 
less he can gain something by bim : 
but, now I find there are many true 
christians, who give their money, 


I that we may read the word of God. 
Phe Hanoverian socrety reports, 
ithat constant application tor bibles 
land testaments have been made to it, 
land are still making, from every pro- 
lvince of the kingdom, by the paro- 
ichial clergy and superintendents 

| besides which, no imeonsiderable 
spumber ot bibles and testaments have 

(been placed in the prisons and houses 
‘of correction, 

| To be eontinved. } 





Sierra Leone. 


The following interesting inforwa- 
tion of the unprovement of the free 
negroes of Regent’s ‘Town, im this 
colony, in the knowledge and prac- 
tice of the gospel, is from the Lon- 
don Missionary Register, of July last: 
Mr. ‘Vhomas Morgan, who, in part 


| Regent’s ‘Town during his visit to 
‘| this country, was req ested, on his 
return home on account of his health, 

to furoish the committee with a state- 


| 

i 

i] 

| ‘ ‘ 

iment of such tacts and circumstances 


, respecting Regeat’s Town, as might 
jserve to make them better acquaint 
led with the state of the people. 

Of his means of Knowing their con- 
dition, he says— 

‘* No day passed, when I was ca- 
pable of taking exercise, without my 
| entering some of the huts around us. 
Visiting unexpectedly, as I often did, 
the families of all classes of the com- 
municants, | could not be deceived 
as to their actual condition.” 

From Mr. Morgan’s statements we 
select some testimonies to the prety, 


f 


| 





integrity, industry, and docality ot 


the christian negroes. 

| Of their piety, Mr. Morgan 
says, Scarcely an event occurs but 
'what they notice as springing from 
the overruling providence of God. 
Taught of God, they mark the pain- 
ful events of His Providence, as 
children mark the dealings of & 
‘father. After the death of Mr. 


Cates, | have frequently heard thetr 





‘expressions of sorrow for sin, an& 
\ 
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acknowledgments of God's justice in | 
punishing them. They have used} 
euch langnage as this :—* We have | 


done something very bad—God ts | 


very angry: he 1s removing all our 


teachers——by and by nobody will be | 


left to tell us good. We must pray 
my dear brothers and sisters: we 
must look into our own hearts——some 
bad live there.” 


haps, unheeded by the greater part 
of professing christians. 

‘¢ {| was struck, duringa fire which 

was broke out in our house, with the 
sudden disappearance of the women, 
who. at the commencement, almost 
filled the house. On inquiry, I found 
that they had retired to the church 
to offer up their prayers unto God. 
What but a divine influence could 
draw them to God tn this trial, to ask 
his blessing on the exertions of those 
emploved ? 

‘“ While we were replacing the 
books which had been scattered on 
this occasion, two of the girls came to 
us. | asked what was wanted? 
‘ Nothing, Massa,’ was the reply ; 
‘but we come tell you, God hear 
every time somebody go talk him.’ 
‘ How, my child,’ said I, * do you 
know that God hears his people 
when they pray ” She said, * Massa! 
when fire come this morning, | sabby 
your house no burn too much. Every 
morning | hear you and Vr. © ates, 
pray God keep this house, and 
all them girls and boys what live | 
here ; and when fire come, I say ¢o 
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| successive evenings, 
| Prayer. 
| to bless these words to the people. 
Similar occurrences | 
in England would have passed, per-, 
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children, before they went to bed, 
and when they rose in the morning. 
“The christian negroes show a 
strong attachment to the simplest 
views of religion. I began some ex- 
plariations, as plain as “possible, in 
of the Lord's 
It pleased God graciously 


They made the most practical use of 

them. A display of an unholy tem- 
per would receive a reproof—* If 
God, your Father, that no be like 
his child.” Some said that they 
needed, indeed, such a father; others, 
such daly bread. Some _ thought 
God could not be their father, be- 
cause they did not feel sufficient de- 
sires that his kingdom should come 
among their country-people; and 
others felt that they were rebellious 
children, for not doing his will on 
earth more, as it was done in heaven. 
Some wept, to think how he deliver- 

ed them from temptation and evil: 

‘and all, | believe, burned with leve, 
to ascribe to him the kingdom of his 

love, the power of his Spirit, and the 

glory of their salvation. [ was oblig- 
ed, by the pressing requests of the 

people, to repeat these explanations 

fonr or five times; and resolved in 

future to know nothing, and to speak 
of nothing among the negroes, but 
the plainest words of the Redeemer. 

How much better calculated bis 

language is than any other to reach 
ithe heart, may be judged of by this 

instance, out of many. 
“ Some remarkable instances of 








Sarah, ‘ Ah! God plenty good : He 


integrity occurred on occasion of the 


hear what Massa say to Him this | fire above mentioned, 


morning : 
too much.’ 
feel this! I knew how often my heart 
was indifferent while J asked for | 
these mercies ; and I trust it made |: 
me more anxious to urge the duty of | 
family prayer on others more ear- 
nestly. Soon after, the same girls} 
mentioned their desire for one of the 
elder girls to pray with the school 





He no let this house burn |) 
What a reproof did ‘| 


** In the anxiety to save as much as 
possible, almost es ery article was 
removed. In the confusion many 

things were scattered about the yard: 
‘not one article, however, even the 
most trifling, was lost; but all were 
brought again to the house, and fixed 
‘in their proper places. A boy, who 
had got possession of the box which 
contained the money for paying the 
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mechanics and labourers, was found 
jn the garden; parading with the 
box under his arm, and guarding it, 
though unnecessarily, with a drawn 
cutlass in bis hand. . 

* The industry ef these christian 
negroes is thus attested by Mr. 
Morgan :— 

‘* Many of the gardens are kept in 
very neat order, though most ol the 
awners have but little leisure to de- 
vote to this employment. I have 
frequently known the whole of the 
time allowed for dinner, spent, by 
both husband and wife, in teneing. 
digging, or planting, the little spot 
of ground attached to each dwelling. 
Decency and cleanliness manitest 
the diligence of those who live un- 
der the power of religion. Their 
time is, indeed, s0 well occupied, 
that, in cases where they can read, 
they may be frequently seen, at ler 
sure moments, with some friends 
around them, searching the word ol 
life: and these fittle respites from 
Jabour are offen inade a blessing to 
the whole town; as the sick, the 
careless, the backsliding, and the 
prolane, are not seldom visited, in 
structed, warned, comforted, and re- 
lieved, at these seasons, by their 
zealous brethren. 

OF the docility of the pious ne- 
croes, Mr. Morgan gives the follow- 
ing striking instance :— 

* On the disbanding of the West- 
India regiments seat to the colony 
lor that purpose, a natural degree ol 
alectionate feeling was excited in 
the breasts of the negroes to see 
them. ‘hese regiments had heen 


several years betore, formed of 


liberated negroes ; and many of the 
people were expecting to find pa- 
rents, brothers, and friends among 
them. ‘The feelings of glowing 
hope were strongly delineated in 
aimost every countenance. When, 
in the evening, intelligence arrived 
that on the following morning the 
troops would be permitted to land, 


ter of general conversation. Some 
| were looking forward with hope; 
| while their joy cast a cloud over 
‘ihe taces ot others. whose triends 

had been murdered io different skir- 
| mishes when they themselves were 

H enstay ed. Ino the morning, at pray- 
fer, the church was particularly full ; 
jand a lew words were spoken on the 
ldanger to which a christian was ex- 
posed when running into temptation, 
and some desire intimated, that none 
iwould visit Freetown that day. I 
jgave this intimation against my 
own feelings; for IT thought theie 
Wishes laudable, though I feared the 
‘consequences which might arise 
lrom gratilying them. In the course 
of an hour after, an old and taithfal 
christian came to tell me that his 
| brother was come among the sol- 
diers, * Welly said 1, * and you 
‘wish to see him?’ * Yes, Massa! 
/1 Want to look him, but 1 no want 
to go today.’ * Well,’ [ replied, 
‘tT want to send to Freetown: if 
-you can find another communicant, 
\who wishes to go and see the sol- 
diers, | will send you down.’ After 
‘a search of near two hours, he re 
turned with, * Well, Massa, me no 
see that one that wants to go: all 
them people what belong to church 
‘think “lis no good for them to rua 
iwhere God say temptation live.” 
Two days elapsed before this: poor 
fellow, whose heart was full of affec- 
ition to his brother, went to Free- 
town to see him. LT singled him out 
jas a fit object of reward ; and having 
mentioned the subject to the gover- 
nor, that father of the liberated ne- 
groes, anticipating my request, pro- 
mised, and kept his promise, that 
the brothers should have the. privi 
lege of living together. 

** } know of many similar instances, 
but this one struck me much. 1} 
thought it an example worthy otf 
jimitation; and was fully convinced, 
that while | had known the gospel 
longer, | had obeyed it less, 
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sfler evening prayer it became a mat- | 


** How eminently, indeed, the in- 
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fluence of religion is displayed in the 
conduct of these people, none can 
well conceive who have not been 
eye-witnesses.” 





Calcutta. 


The building of a college by the | 


Society for Propagating the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts, has been commen- 
ced near this city, to be denominated 
The Bishop’s Episcopal ‘issionary 
College, near Calcutta. The Mis- 
sionary Register gives the following 
account of the edifices which it is in 
contemplation to erect without de- 
lay :-— 

‘« The college, we learn, will con- 





sist of three piles of buildings, in the | 
plain gothic style, disposed in a quad- | 


rangular form, the fourth side being | 


open to the river. The principal 
pile will comprise a chapel to the 
east, divided by a tower trom the 
hall and library on the west ; and the 
wings, or side building, will form | 
dwellings for the professors, with) 
Jecture rooms and dormitories for 
the students ; the whole being caleu- 
Jated to combine comfort and conve- 
nience with an elegant simplicity.” 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


Conventions of the Episcopal Church, for 
the year 1871], 

Vermont.—-On Wednesday, the 
27th of June, the annual convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the state of Vermont, was held in 
{mmanuel church, Bellows’ Falls. 
Divine service was celebrated by the 
Rev. Mr. Clapp, of Shelburne ; and 
a discourse, well adapted to the oc- 
casion, was delivered by the Right 
Reverend the bishop of the eastern 
diocese. The holy communion was 
then administered ; when the con- 
vention proceeded to business. From 
the parochial reports, it appeared the 
state of the church, at no antecedent 
period, had been more flattcring. 
Several new churches were repre- | 
sented in convention. 





organised, the object of which is to 
employ missionaries in the vacant 
churches of the Episcopal commu- 
nion within the state. The consti- 
i tution, together with an address on 
‘the subject of missions, bas been 
printed, and extensively circulated. 

North Carolina.—The convention 


April, in the city of Raleigh, and pro- 
tracted its session until the 
May. We give the following as an 
abstract of the proceedings, 

The committee on the state of the 
church, report, that, 

‘** To present a clear and extended 
statement of the condition of the 
church in this state, and of the in- 
creasing prosperity which, through 
the divine blessing, appears to await 
it, the committee have thought it ex- 
pedient to take a retrospective view 
of its condition, since its being first 
organised in the year 1817, to the 
present tune, exhibiting its state as at 
this day, and showing our reasons 
for believing that, through the grace 





4 of God accompanying it as hitherto, 


its borders will be more enlarged, 
and the number of its pious sons be 
very greatly increased. 


our conventions, that the organisa- 
tion of the charch, i in this state, took 
| place in Newbern, on April 24, 1817, 
when it was found that the following 
clergy had cures in this state, and 
formed, with their congregations, the 
constituent parts of the convention : 
reverend Bethel Judd, of St. John’s 
church, Fay etteville ; reverend Jehu 
Curtis Clay, of Christ’s church, 
Newbern; and reverend Adam Em- 
pie, of St. James’s church, Wilming- 
ton. ‘There were also lay represen- 
tatives from each of these congre- 
gations. 

‘At this convention no report 
was made on the state of the several 
congregations. A constitution was 





formed ; a standing committee ap- 
| pointed, and a missionary society ir- 





A society was stituted. 


of this diocese met on the 28th of 


2d of 


* It appears from the minutes of 


Presta, 
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1821. 


‘« The next convention assembled 
in Fayetteville, on the 2d of April, 
1818. The same clergy were pre- 
sent, with the exception of reverend 
Mr. Clay, whose place was supplied 
by the reverend Mr. Mason. During 


this convention, the congregation of 


St. Jude’s church, Orange county, 
was received into the union, and 
Robert Davis, the delegate there- 
from, took his seat. During this 
session, Bishop Moore's ‘acquies- 
cence in the request made him at the 
last convention, to undertake the 
charge of this diocese, was oilictally 
received. 

** The third convention met in Wil- 
mington, April 22, 1819, the Right 
reverend Richard C. Moore being 
present. Of the clergy, were also 
present, reverend A, Empie, rev. 
John Avery, reverend Gregory ‘IT. 
Bedell, reverend R. S. Mason, and 


reverend John Philips, three of 


whom had moved into the state since 
the last convention. Lay delegates 
also attended from the tive congrega- 
tions. During this session, the fol- 
lowing congregations were admitted 
into union with the convention : St. 
Mary’s church, Orange county ; ‘lr- 
nity church, Tarborough ; and St. 
John’s church, Williamsborough. 

‘The fourth annual convention 
was held in Edenton, April 25th, 
1820. 
and one deacon, attended. Lay dele- 
gates from four congregations.—— 
Messrs. William Hooper and ‘Thos. 
Wright were admitted deacons, and 
reverend RK. S. Mason to the priest- 
hood. <A number of candidates for 
orders were also received. 

** At the present convention, the 
bishop and seven clergymen attend- 
ed, and twelve lay delegates. Four 
new congregations have been admitt- 
ed into npion. Messrs. Robert Davis 
and Wilham Green have been or- 
dained deacons, and reverend Kobert 
J. Miller, of the Lutheran church, 
both deacon and priest. 

‘Phe number of communicants, 


The bishop, four presbyters, | 
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this year, is 322 ; baptisms, 76 ; mar 
riages, 20 ; funerals, 40. 

‘*Trom the several statements 
collected, it appears that there bas 
been an increase of seven congrega 
tions ; that the clergy of the diocese 
now amount to ten; and that the 
number of communicants has increas- 
ed from seventy-one to three han- 
dred and thirty-two.* Six persons 
have been in this state ordained, and 
two priests. 

** But oot only bas the church ob 
tained an outward degree of prospe- 
rity, altogether unlooked for, but 
also, we have reason to think, the 
principles and practices of true and 
genuine piety have acquired, and 
ave still acquiring additional in- 
our communion. A de- 
sire for being christians, in deed and 
in truth, a bungering and thirsting 
atier righteousness, is more and more 
prevailing; and may God of his mercy 
tinish the work he has commenced. 

‘* A very interesting communica- 
tion has this session been laid before 
the committee, on the subject of a 
union between that truly respect- 
denomimation, the Lutherans, 
and our church, ‘To carry this mea- 
sire info efiect, the committee pro- 


able 


| pose toe following resolution ; 


** Losotved, that a committee con- 
sisting of three persons, two clerical 
and one lay member, be appointed 
to meet the synod of the Lutheran 
church, to consider of, and agree 
upon such terms of union, as may 
tend to the mutual advantage and 
welfare of both churches, not incon- 
sistent with the constitution and can- 
ons of this church, or the protestant 
episcopal church in the United States. 

* In considering the circumstances 
above alluded to, have we not the 
greatest cause to glorify God ? Who 
does not see the hand of God in these 
things ? Had we not been left a very 


*<* This is the number reported. We have 
some churches from whem we had no re- 
port ; consequently, 322 falls short of the 
actual number.” 
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small remnant, we should have been | 
as Sodom, and extinct as Gomorrha. 
** But our borders are greatly en- 
larged ; and our gratitude should be 
proportionably increased. Our spir- 
itual mother who so long lay in sack- 





cloth and ashes, washing, with her | 
tears, the foot of the dilapidated al- | 
tars of our God, raises her head | 
with a smile of hope; the still small | 
voice of peace is heard amidst the | 
storm which broke around. The 
thunders have ceased ; the sun of her | 
prosperity breaks forth. O! may 
that sun no more go down ; neither | 
may her moon withdraw itself; but | 
may the Lord be her everlasting | 
light, and her God her glory. | 

“ The committee propose the fol- | 
lowing canon for adoption : | 

** Any association of ten or more | 
adults, consenting to adopt and be | 
governed by the constitution and | 
canons of this church, assuming some. 
name by which their church or 





pecially, the unwillingness, among 
some of the Lutherans, to give up the 
use of the German language in pub- 
lic worship, will retard this very de- 
sirable event. 

A resolution was passed, that it is 
expedient to create a permanent and 
adequate fund for the support of a 
bishop, and a large committee ap- 
pointed to receive donations and sub. 
scriptions for that purpose. 

New-York.—-The convention was 
opened on Tuesday the 26th of 
October, in ‘I'rinity Church in 
the City of New-York. In the even- 
ing a sermon was preached by the 
Keverend Orin Clarke, of Geneva, 
from Rev. xiv- 6, and a collection 
taken up in aid of the Mission Fund. 
On Wedaesday, after divine service, 
the bishop read his annual address, 
and the trustees of the ‘* Protestant 
Lpiscopal ‘Iheological Education 
Society” of the state presented their 
first aunual report. From this re- 


ee 
parish may he designated; appointing | port we learn that the society have 


a vestry of four or more persons to) 
manage the temporal concerns of 
their body, and also a delegation of 
any number of persons, not exceed- | 
ing four, may be received tito union | 





established two theological schools, 
one in this city, and the other at 
Geneva, in the western part of this 
state. In the former, Bishop Hobart, 
Mr. C. C. Moore, Mr. Gul. C. Verplanck, 


with this church ; and their delegates | Rev. B. T. Onderdonk, have been appoiat- 


shall be entitled to seats in this con- | 


| ed Professors, and the Rev. H. J. Feltus, 


librarian; in the former, the Rev. Dr. 


vention, on producing a written cer- | M*Donald, the Rev. J. Read, and the Rev. 


tificate, signed by the vestry, stating 
that the above conditions had been | 
complied with.” 

The reverend Adam Empie, rev. 
G. T. Bedell, and Duncan Cameron, | 
Esq. were appointed a committee to. 
attend the Lutheran synod, agreeably | 
to the resolution coutained in the! 
foregoing report. The most inter- 
esting circumstance which occurred, | 
during the session of the convention, 
was the admission of a Lutheran min- 
ister to holy orders, and the prospect 
opened of a union of the setnerants 

| 





with the episcopate. We fear, how- 
ever, that the pertinacious attach- 





ment to lovs-formed habits, and, es- 


O. Clarke, have been appoiated Protessors. 
The interior school has ten students, and 
the city school has eight. 

General Convention.—-A_ special 
meeting of this body was held in Phi- 
ladelphia, from the 30th of Oct. to 
the 3d Nov. inclusive. ‘The most 
important business of the session, was 
the organization of the General Mis- 
sionary Society of the Church ; and 
the restoration of the ‘Theological 
Seminary, now at New-Haven, to its 
former location in the city of New- 
York. The particular regulations 
adopted in relation to both these ob- 
jects, shall be more fully detailed in 
our next, 


= 





ee 





PUBLISHED MONTHLY, AT TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM, 
BY DAVIS & FORCE. PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, WASHINGTON, D. Cs 


DECEMBER, 182], 








f 


ey 


